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As of mid-December, Jack and
Noni Gibbs are the official
owners of the local hardware
store. Jack and Noni have been
residents of Westby for several
years now and are involved in a
number of business ventures
which will compliment their
latest acquisition. In addition,
Jack has been involved in construction work and has many
years of mechanical experience, both of which will prove
very helpful in their latest venture.
Westby Hardware & Service
Station, by which it will be
known, will continue with most
of the same lines and services previously provided
by former owner Dennis Kittelson, but plans are
under way for expansion in several areas. First
off, Gibb’s were already involved in supplying
commercial and residential Direct TV to the area.
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This service will continue, as
will the internet service HughesNet. U-Haul rentals have
also been a part of their past
business and it, too, will continue through Westby Hardware.
In the hardware store end of the
business, things will continue
to evolve as customers’ needs
are addressed. Paint, floor covering, plumbing and electrical
needs, and other typical hardware items will be available
and the Gibb’s are in hopes that
by summer they will have major brand appliances to offer the
area. In addition, they plan to
add rental equipment such as carpet shampooers,
jackhammers, and lawn service items. Again, the
items will be chosen by customer needs and requests. Westby Hardware will also be an order
and pick up spot for NAPA and Car Quest.
(Continues page 11)
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The Thunder boys and girls junior high basketball teams both wrapped up their year as North
Region Champs for the 2012 season. Each team had only one loss in conference play, both to
Fairview. Final play for the year was held on December 15th with the 2C Final Four Tournament in Fairview. The boys beat out Savage and Bainville and emerged runners-up with another loss to Fairview. The girls also finished as the 2C Final Four runner-ups after wins over
Fairview and Bainville, followed by a loss to Circle. The girls are coached by Misty Solberg and
the boys by Stephen Sveet.

GET WELL WISHES
Mike Overgaard recently suffered a stroke and is
recovering while doing rehabilitation therapy in
Billings.
Cards and well wishes may be addressed to:
Mike Overgaard
Billings Clinic Hospital
2800 10th Ave N, RM 419
Billings, MT 59101

HELP WANTED
Immediate opening for secretary at Immanuel
Lutheran Parish. This is a part time position
with flexible hours. Duties include secretarial
and support services for the Westby Lutheran
Parish. For further information contact the
church office at 385-2341.
Immluth@nemont.net

P.O. Box 227
6408 Highway 16 South
Medicine Lake, MT
59247

Phone: 406-789-2231
Fax: 406-789-2234
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For all your construction needs
DICKINSON ENTERPRISES
Rob Dickinson
Building Contracting
New Homes
Remodeling
Bobcat Work
Garages
Decks
Landscaping
Licensed & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES
Basic Dimensional Lumber
Available, call Rob at:
406-788-4913
WESTBY, MT

Your local source for:
Bulk Fuel, Gas & Oil
Fertilizer, Chemicals,
Feed & Salt
Custom Spraying & Fertilizing
Vet Supplies
Phone: 406-385-2472
Terminal Phone: 406-385-2630
Danny Moore
Westby Manager

THANK YOU
Thanks so much to the members of the Lutheran Youth Organization and their leader
Sue Meyer of Immanuel Lutheran Church for
stopping by with goodies and Christmas spirit.
I look forward to it and enjoy it every year.
Christine Schmidt
Plentywood Pioneer Manor

HOUSE FOR SALE IN PLENTYWOOD
Beautifully maintained, custom built home located
on the Plentywood Golf Course. This 7, 459 sq ft
home includes 4 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, formal
and casual living space, main floor laundry room
and hot tub/sauna and exercise room. Interested
buyers may call 406-765-1355 or visit:

www.houseforsaleplentywoodmt.com
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It was very pretty and I will definitely be
making it again.

CRANBERRY SALSA CRACKER
SPREAD

A NEW YEAR? How is that possible? A
time for new beginnings and resolutions,
I’m sure ushered in with all the pomp and
circumstance of every year previous, but
this new year has great promises of things
to come. As we contemplate this new
year the words of our traditional New
Year’s Eve song, Auld Lang Syne- a call to
remember old friends and times of long
ago- and their meaning come to mind as
we relate it to our year ahead. How appropriate they are for 2013 as we prepare
for our community’s birthday and a time
to reflect on the past, enjoy friends of old,
and make memories for new year’s yet to
come. As with any upcoming occasion,
or event, or holiday or celebration, anticipation and preparation are half the fun.
In the next six months may we all be filled
with the spirit of community past, present,
and future as we prepare for this monumental time in history and may the results
be all we aspire for and then some. 2013
Westby Centennial here we come!
I wanted to share this appetizer recipe
while fresh cranberries are still readily
available. I made this appetizer for Christmas and we all really enjoyed it.

1- 12 oz package fresh cranberries,
chopped
¼ cup green onion, chopped
¼ cup cilantro, chopped
1 small jalapeno pepper, seeded &
chopped
1 ¼ cup sugar
¼ t cumin
2 Tbsp lemon juice
Dash salt
2 -8 oz packages cream cheese
A food processor or mini chopper works
well to chop cranberries and other vegetables. In medium bowl mix cranberries
and sugar until well blended. Add remaining ingredients except cream
cheese, mix well. Cover and refrigerate
for at least 4 hours to allow cranberries to
dissolve sugar and break up bitterness in
berries. When ready to serve, spread
cream cheese on serving plate and
spoon cranberry salsa evenly over
cheese. May garish with extra cilantro.
Serve with crackers or tortilla chips. Note:
When I served this, I only used half at a
time-1 cream cheese and half salsa-as it
goes pretty far.
Here are a couple recipes for comfort
food. Perfect for these cold January
nights.
I tried this a while back and thought is
tasted like chicken soup you didn’t have
to cook all day. The frozen egg noodles
make all the difference as far as I am concerned (that goes for making regular
soup, as well). If you use rotisserie chicken,
it speeds up things considerably.
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CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP IN A
PAN!

CHICKEN AND CHEESE QUESADILLA PIE

2/3 cup chopped onion
1 garlic clove, minced
1 tbsp cooking oil
1 ½ pounds boneless skinless chicken
breasts, cut into ¾ inch cubes
1 can chicken broth (14 ½ oz)
1 ½ cups chopped carrot
3 celery ribs, chopped
½ tsp dried savory (I used poultry seasoning)
3 tbsp butter
3 tbsp flour
¾ tsp salt
1/8 tsp white pepper
1 ½ cups 2 % milk
1 ¼ cups shredded reduced-fat cheddar
cheese
8 ounces wide egg noodles, cooked and
drained (I used frozen)
Preheat oven 350 degrees. In a large nonstick skillet heat oil, sauté onion and garlic
until tender. Add chicken; cook and stir
until no longer pink. Add broth, carrots,
celery, and savory. Bring to a boil, reduce
heat; cover and simmer for 10-15 minutes
or until vegetables are t ender. Meanwhile, in a saucepan, melt butter. Stir in
the four, salt and pepper until smooth.
Gradually add milk. Bring to a boil; cook
and stir for 2 minutes or until thickened,
remove from the heat; stir in cheese until
melted. Pour over chicken mixture. Add
noodles; mix well. Transfer to a 3 qt baking dish coated with nonstick cooking
spray. Bake, uncovered for 15-20 minutes
or until bubbly.

1 (10-INCH) FLOUR TORTILLA
3 CUPS COOKED BITE-SIZED PIECES
CHICKEN
½ CUP FINELY CHOPPED FRESH CILANTRO
½ CUP DRAINED FARRED PICKLED JALEPENOS, CHOPPED (I used 1 can green chiles)
2 CUPS SHREDDED SHARP CHEDDAR
CHEESE
SALT AND PEPPER
2 LARGE EGGS
1 CUP WHOLE MILK
1 CUP FLOUR
1 TSP BAKING POWDER
Preheat oven to 450 degrees with oven
rack in middle position. Grease 9-inch pie
plate. Press tortilla in to prepared pie
plate and spray lightly with cooking spray.
Toss chicken, cilantro, jalapenos, 1 cup
cheese, ½ tsp salt and ½ tsp pepper in
large bowl until combined. Spread filling
over tortilla. Whisk eggs, milk, flour baking
powder and ½ tsp salt in bowl until
smooth. Slowly pour over filling and sprinkle with remaining cheese. Bake until surface is golden brown, about 20 minutes.
Let cool 5 minutes. Cut into wedges and
serve with sour cream and salsa.

ENJOY!
Here’s wishing you and yours a
Happy and Healthy New Year

“For last year's words belong to last year's language
And next year's words await another voice.”
― T.S. Eliot, Four Quartets
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Also, the committee in charge of the history slideshow and subsequent DVD is still in need of pictures. Good quality pictures are best and family
pictures are welcome. They have a nice variety of
pictures from the early years a lot thanks to
Bodine Photography, but need pictures from
1950’s and beyond. Please get them sent in ASAP.

CENTENNIAL REMINDERS
The 2013 Westby Centennial is just over 6 months
away and soon after the first of the year the Centennial Committee will be meeting to iron out
many of the details for the upcoming celebration.
To make things run as smoothly as possible and
be as successful as we hope, it is important we
have as much help and cooperation as possible
from any and all with ties to this community.
First off, register, register, register. Although
there is no cost associated with registering (all the
more reason to get it done), we need a head
count for meals. The Centennial will provide an
evening meal for Friday and Saturday night and a
continental breakfast on Sunday morning. If you
plan to attend go on line or drop a note with your
name, number attending and which meals you
plan to partake in so the appropriate committee
can make plans. Registration forms are also available at local businesses. Only those who register
will be guaranteed a meal.

This is a reminder to also get your registration in
for the Fun Run/Walk. Sue and Kim Meyer are in
charge of this event and they will need a t-shirt
size along with your $20.00 registration fee.
One last reminder, if you need motel rooms for
the Centennial call the Sherwood Inn at 406-7652810 or Gold Dollar at 406-765-2730, both in
Plentywood or the Guardian Inn in Crosby at 701965-6480 ASAP. Once again, the dates are July
12th, 13th, and 14th, and if the previous summer
is any indication, if you don’t book far in advance,
chances are, there will be no room at the inn!
As far as camper hook-ups, besides the usual ones
available at the park, a committee is working on a
map of possible sites for the Centennial weekend.
A contact number for further information will be
announced at a later date.

2013 Westby Centennial
PO Box 61
Westby, Montana 59275

Pork Whole or Half
$1.39/lb.
Cut & Wrapped
In town butchering available.

212 Main Street
Westby, MT
385. 2349

All kinds of curing!
Check out our Extra Lean
Hamburger on sale all the time!
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CENTENNIAL DONATIONS
BRONZE - $100
Leslie Elm
Westby School Staff (Jean Day)
Marjorie Sapp
Ann Marie O'Leary Gregoire
David & Sharon Ferguson
D.J. & Lois Lininger
Gaylen & Barb Westhoff
Loren & Donnaleen Lagerquist
Audrey Anderson
Richard Espeland
Dorothy Mundt
Westby Lion's Club
Marvel Freund
Sherman Ekness
James & Sharon Ward
Norman & Mary Hagen
Glenny Bervik
Loretta Anderson
DeLoris (Helseth) Bourassa
Patty Tangedal
Robert & Dorothy Leininger
Ron Bakke
Merna (Hanson) Kolstad
Arden & Laurel Andersen
Jan (Onstad) Rasmussen
Linda (Olson) McInteer
Marian (Weiler) Shepard
2012 Mesa-Westby Annual Reunion
Margaret Krowen
Anonymous
Richard & Faye Johnson
Iona Huber
Lucille Vaughan
Daryl & Kathy Andersen
Sally Samuelson
Darrell & Darleen Nordhagen
Roger and Barbara Palmer
Chris & Connie Wolverton
Ken Moore
Jim & Daphne Hove
Bernt Ward
Dennis Hove

SILVER - $250
4-H Club
Antelope Centennial
WeeBee Quilter's Club
Monte & Starla Solberg
Bazil & Marlene Anderson
Bob & Lorna Lagerquist
Hugh & Connie Meyer
Lawrence & Mary Lou Heppner
Michael & Lorrie (Schultz) Castellano
Donna & Grady Evans
Robert & Regina Forrester
Gary and Shirley (Lagerquist) Nelson
Don & Karla Christensen
Lyle & Joyce Ekness ($255.00)
Dr Wayne & Jennifer Anderson $250.00 in
memory of Orris Anderson
GOLD - $500
2010 Reunion, Classes of 1958 - 1962
Plentywood Chamber of Commerce
2011 Westby Golf Tournament
Richard & Renetta Westgard
Anonymous
Marvel Freund
Richard & Beatie Petersen
Jim & Mavis Weiler
Brian & Renita Nieuwenhuis
Sam Espeland
Marlowe & Elaine Onstad
Janice Bakke Balanger
PLATINUM - $ 1000
Meyer Corporation
Steve Bowman
Larmon & Linda Haugen
Lillian Fritz
Old Charlie's Place
PLATINUM PLUS
City of Westby
Lynn & Shirlee Leininger
New Century Ag
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WILLIAMS
Funeral services for Oddlaug Williams were held
at 2:00 PM Wednesday, December 19. Pastor Barbara Westhoff officiated at the service at Fulkerson
Memorial Chapel in Plentywood. Oddlaug Kamilla
Williams passed away at home in the loving arms
of her daughter and granddaughter on December
14, 2012; she was 89.
She was born the fourth of five children to Ole and
Lovise Silseth on August 3, 1923 near Eide, Norway. She married Ludvig Williams, whom she
lovingly referred to as her “one and only” on December 24, 1945 in Molde, Norway. Shortly after
their wedding, Ludvig had to return to Germany
where he was discharged from the U.S. Army and
returned to the United States. It took many months
for Oddlaug to get clearance to come to the United
States, but finally in June 1946, a very pregnant
Oddlaug boarded a ship full of war brides to be
reunited with her groom. They made their home on
Ludvig’s farm near Comertown, in Sheridan
County, Montana. They welcomed their only child
Ramona in August 1946. In 1958, the family
moved to Plentywood; Ludvig died in 1981. A
widow for 31 years, Oddlaug lived in her own-

FOR RENT
Westby Manor, Inc. has one-bedroom
apartments for rent in Westby. Very nice,
utilities paid and free laundry. Eligible
tenants will not pay more than 30% of
their adjusted income. The Westby
Manor, Inc. will be temporarily renting
apartments to all persons without regard
to income restrictions. The Westby
Manor Inc utilizes Telecommunication
Device for the Deaf (TDD) 1-800-253-4091
(TTY)/1-866-253-4090 (Voice)

home until poor health required her to move to her
daughter’s house in 2010.
Oddlaug was affectionately known as “Ma” by her
grandchildren and many in the community. Her
grandchildren have so many fond memories of her;
one being anticipating her phone call each year on
their birthday and hearing her sing “Happy Birthday” to them. Oddlaug was a wonderful cook and
baker, known for her buns, dumpling soup and
chocolate-chip-oatmeal cookies just to name a few.
Her family and friends looked forward to her baking at Christmas knowing she would make lefse,
krumkaker, sunkaker and thumbprints. Those who
came to her house during a meal never left hungry.
Ma was always pushing food on anyone who came
to visit. As much as Oddlaug adored her daughter
and grandchildren, her great-grandchildren were
the greatest loves of her life. At the time of her
illness she was looking forward to the birth of her
newest great-grandson. Although she was not able
to fully communicate, she was able to express her
sheer excitement over the arrival of baby Emmet
and her family finds comfort in knowing she held
on long enough to hold her great-grandson in her
arms.
Oddlaug is survived by her daughter, Ramona
(Rick) Medders, grandchildren, Darren (Breann)
Jensen and children Thaxton and Sydney; Lisa
(Todd) Nelson and children Tucker, Liam, Owen,
Keegan and Emmet; Tracie (Joey) Chandler and
children Abbie, Mason, Hudson and Avenlie
Kamille; and Christy (Chris) Stein and children
Joslyn and Julia. She is survived by two nieces,
Mary Lou (Lawrence) Heppner and Ione Mullins
and one nephew, Dale (Ella) Edlund. She is also
survived by numerous nieces and nephews in Norway; and by her dear friend, as close as family
Margaret Krowen, a neighbor both on the farm and
in Plentywood. She was preceded in death by her
parents, her beloved husband, Ludvig, and her four
siblings in Norway, Agnes, Lotte, Ellen, and Lars.
Thank you, Ma for your un-ending love. We love
you and will miss you dearly.
Friends may call at Fulkerson’s in Plentywood.

"This institution is a Equal Opportunity
Provider, and Employer."
Call Brenda at 385. 2577
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(continued from front page)

The service station end of the business will sell
gasoline, do oil changes, and handle tire repairs.
This will include tire repair, tire sales and rotation.
Jack has just been certified by TPMS Tire Service
to handle tire sensors.
Soon the old “tire barn” will become home to a
shop equipped to handle minor auto and diesel mechanics. Things being considered in the future for
this department are a tow truck and 24 hour roadside service. A NAPA Care Center is also being
considered where all who work in the shop would
have to be certified to NAPA’s standards.
Jack and Noni will run the business with the help
of family members’, also Mike and Vicky Kittelson will stay on in their previous capacity and
Dennis will stay on short term to help with the
transition.

Winter store hours will be 8:00-6:30, MondayThursday; 8:00-3:00 on Fridays; and noon to 4:00
on Sunday. The store will be closed on Saturdays.
Westby Hardware’s telephone number remains
385-2321 or after hours 385-7295. Any suggestions or questions please feel free to drop in anytime during business hours.

Westby Hardware
Families 4 Heaven
&
Satellite Services
Service Station
Direct TV

Commercial and Residential
Installs and Service

Valspar Paint
Floor Covering
Plumbing and Electrical Supplies

HughesNet Internet Service
Surf the web
Fast
Affordable
Always On
Secure

Tire repair, rotation, sales
minor auto mechanics
oil change

Available Now!
Call 385-2321
or
Cell 385-7295

U-Haul Rentals
NAPA & Car Quest order & pick-up
Store Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 AM-6:30 PM,
Friday 8:00 AM-3:00 PM, Sunday 12:00 PM-4:00 PM,
CLOSED Saturdays

Telephone 385-2321 or 385-7295
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Regular Meeting
December 12, 2012
7:00 P.M.
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
of Westby School District 3 was held on December 12, 2012. Brenda Ryals, Vance
Meyer, Brant Cartwright, Aldon Joyes, Mr.
Holecek, Mr. Somppi and Donna Sorenson
were in attendance. Chairman Ryals called
the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
The Chairman recognized the visitors, Dexter
Theil and Casey Theil.
Donna read the minutes of the November 14,
2012 meeting. Following no corrections or additions, these minutes were approved and
placed on file.
The Board reviewed the Clerk’s October financial report.
Public Comment: None
Committee Reports:
Buildings & Grounds: Casey and Dexter Theil
explained the repairs that need to be made to
the school roof. No major work has been
done since the 1980’s. They presented different options for insulation and roofing materials and explained the advances in roofing
methods in recent years. Mr. Holecek will
present the board with options for the bid
process at the January meeting.
Sports Co-op Committee: no report
Mrs. Ryals called for executive session at 7:40
pm to address a student attendance issue.
Executive session ended at 7:46 pm. Action
on this item is recorded under New Business,
Item G.

Unfinished Business:
A. Mr. Holecek presented 3 rental application
templates for the board to review. Following
discussion, Joyes moved to use the first template with some minor revisions to personalize
it, Cartwright seconded the motion; AIF.
New Business:
A. Mr. Holecek informed the board that 2 individuals have asked to be added to the
school’s substitute teacher list.
Cartwright made a motion to add Leann
Westgard and Darryl LaDue to the sub list.
Meyer seconded. Ryals abstained from voting, Cartwright, Joyes and Meyer voted in favor.
B. New policy 8500 (School owned housing)
was presented for a first reading.
C. Revision of policy 7400 (Credit Card Use)
was also presented for a first reading.
D. Mr. Holecek explained that school funding
will be an important issue at the upcoming
legislative session. Therefore he would like
the board to consider helping sponsor two
lobbyists. William Duffield is a lobbyist on behalf of schools and counties and Ken Morrison
is a lobbyist that acts on behalf of school districts in oil producing areas. Meyer moved to
sponsor both these lobbyists, Joyes seconded;
AIF.
E. Montana minimum wage will increase from
$7.65 to $7.80 effective January 1, 2013.
Cartwright moved to increase the hourly wage
for student custodians to this rate, even
though students typically only work part-time.
F. Mr. Holecek presented a potential job description for the Assistant Administrator position. Following discussion, Meyer moved to
approve this job description, Joyes seconded;
AIF. Mr. Holecek will give this job description
to all interested applicants for this position.

(continues next page)
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(continued)
G. Mr. Holecek recommended the board allow
an exception to the attendance policy for a
certain student who has missed more than 10
days of class. In order to receive credit for
these classes the student will only be allowed
1 more absence from each class and must receive a passing grade in each class. Joyes
moved to allow the exception with the conditions recommended by Mr. Holecek, Meyer
seconded; AIF.
H. Mr. Holecek explained that 6 proposals affecting Class C schools will be presented at
the January meeting of the MHSA. Troy Walters will be attending the meeting to represent the Westby and Grenora school districts.
He will express both districts’ concern over
the way certain regulations regarding 6-man
football have been handled.
Announcements/Discussion
Superintendent’s Report:
Mr. Holecek outlined several ADA compliance
issues the school is facing due to the confinement of a student to a wheelchair following
surgery. He and the staff are working to find
solutions to both school access and busing
issues we will be facing when the student returns to school later in the year.
Mr. Holecek will present information at the
next meeting regarding the Telecommunications Bid (E-rate) pending a review of the bids
received with the school’s E-Rate Services
consultant.
The school has realized some savings in heating costs now that Sheridan Electric has completed installation of all but one of the heat
meters for the school. They plan to install the
final heat meter over Christmas break while
school is out of session. They are looking into
options for a heater for the elementary hallway and will conduct the next phase of our
energy audit soon.

The problem with the heat/defrost system in
the Ranger bus has been diagnosed. It
should be repaired and available for use after
the first of the year.
LC132 is the name of the school funding bill
for the 2013 legislative session. Mr. Holecek
will keep the board informed regarding this
and other legislation as the session goes on.
There will be a Trustees Meeting December
19th at the Sidney School. Westby board
members are invited to attend.
Austin Knudsen will try to meet with the
Westby School Board on Thursday, December
20th at 6:00pm.
Correspondence:
Mrs. Ryals read cards from Darrell & Sonja
Mangel and Floyd & Diann Kaul thanking the
board for the Staff Christmas Party and a card
from Jill Garman thanking the board for the
gift certificate the staff received.
Joyes moved to approve payment of December payroll warrants #11003-11013, and December claims warrants #17195-17235. Cartwright seconded the motion for payment approval, AIF.
There was no Extracurricular Financial Report
presented.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 p.m.
Donna Sorenson, District Clerk
Brenda Ryals, Chairman

THESE MINUTES ARE
UNOFFICIAL AND SUBJECT TO
BOARD APPROVAL.
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