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We Serve Extra Lean  

Ground Beef 

Nite Specials  

DINING ROOM ONLY 

Chicken to go (potatoes included) 2 pc – Barrel 200 pc 

MONDAY – Chicken Strip Dinner w/ coleslaw & fries 

TUESDAY – TACO TUESDAY - $1.00 Tacos 

WEDNESDAY – Shrimp in a Basket w/ coleslaw & fries 

THURSDAY – Pablo’s Mexican Dinner– OR - Full Menu 

FRIDAY – Chicken Fried Steak w/ fries, toast & salad 

SATURDAY – Hamburger Steak w/ baked potato, toast & choice of salad 

Randy & Bonnie Matzke Owners 
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The Westby/Grenora Rangers wrapped up 

the 2010-2011 season in a heart breaking 

loss to the Savage Warriors during 2-C dis-

trict tournament action in Sidney.  The 

game which determined who would go  on 

to the Eastern C Divisional tournaments 

was held Monday, February 21st, after be-

ing postponed due to a weather system 

moving through the area the week prior.  

Lone senior Colton Hellegaard led with 18 

points in the 63-55 Ranger loss.  The Rang-

ers had downed Bainville in the play-in 

game, followed by a loss to Froid/Lake.  A 

win over the Circle Wildcats put them into 

contention for a spot at divisional and a - 

chance at the Savage Warriors.  Sophomore 

Brady Olson was honored by Brooks Rat-

tling Thunder of the Brockton Warriors 

with a star quilt at the traditional half time 

ceremony held during the semi-final games 

of the 2-C District Tournaments. 

The young Grenora/Westby Gophers lost 

their first game of the tournament to the 

Culbertson Cowgirls.  On Thursday they 

were also defeated by the Richey/Lambert 

Fusion.  The gophers are a young team with 

no seniors and only one junior on the 

squad.  The girls will be back next year to 

fight with much more experience and un-

derstanding under their belt.       
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Back row: Kirsti Kueffler, Jonni Muller, Assistant Coach Jeff Ekness, Coach Randy Nordhagen, 

Kayla Rust and Alexis Easterling.  Middle row: Kori Gunlickson, Sophia Ekness, Makenzie West-

gard, Shayla Garman and Makayla Westgard.  Front row: Managers Allan Ekness, Jaime Gib-

son and Kevin Rust.  Bookkeeper Tristan Schipman.  

Back row: Assistant Coach Tony Holecek, Kent Bendixson, Logan Olson, Waylon 

Garman, Jordan Bjorgen, Adam Carlson, Drew Pittenger, Brett Nielsen and Coach 

Chad Solberg 

Front row: Bookkeeper Tristan Schipman, Manager Parker Westgard, Thayne Ekness, 

Devon Gibson, Colton Hellegaard, Brady Olson, John Salsbury, Managers Cleve 

Garman and Bailey Solberg 
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DISTRICT 2-C CHAMPS 
The District 2-C Junior High Tournament was held in Fairview on Saturday, February 

12th.  The format was a final four with the top two teams from the north and the top 

two teams from the south competing for the crown.  Representing the north was the 

Culbertson Cowboys and the Westby Rangers.  The Fairview Warriors and Savage War-

riors rounded out the competition for the south.  In the first round of play the Rangers 

defeated Savage putting them in the championship game against Fairview.  The 

Westby Rangers beat the Warriors to make them the Junior High District 2-C champs.  

Congratulations to Coach Holecek and the Rangers.   
 

Pictured 

Back row: Thomas Field, Cleve Garman, BJ Easterling, Brandon Garces, Kevin Rust, 

Coach Holecek 

Front Row: Aaron Lagerquist, Parker Westgard, Daulton Holecek, Allan Ekness, and 

Cooper Olson    
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We often hear what a difference a day makes.  

This has been proven time and time again in the 

weather department as was shown last week with 

several days of melting temps peaking at 50 de-

grees followed by one of the worst storms of the 

season and temps plummeting back down to minus 

20.  During this same period the adage came into 

play in the grain markets as durum peaked at 

$10.75, a two year high, only to drop 50 cents one 

day followed by 75 cents the next day.  Yes, what 

a difference a day makes.   

Switching directions, it seems like only yesterday 

we were fighting to keep people in our area.   At 

times, putting up a high fence to keep people from 

exiting town, or Sheridan County, or Northeast 

Montana, for that matter, was considered an only 

option.    For many years, in most people’s minds, 

young and old alike, it wasn’t kosher to stay.   Af-

ter all, only those who couldn’t make it in college, 

or had no aspirations to make it in the big city 

chose to stay.  Children have mentioned they were 

made to feel like they failed even if they went to 

college and chose to return to the family farm or 

settle in this corner of the world.  All of a sudden, 

farming seemed less than an honorable profession.  

But then things began to turn around.   Many with 

roots here, as well as nonlocals, came to realize 

what we have here.  It seemed now everyone 

wanted a little piece of it.  Jobs, jobs, jobs, became 

the cry.  If only I could get a job, I would move 

home in a minute.   Again, that was then, this is 

now. 

Fast forward to 2011.  The “Bakken is Rockin’“ 

and oil is king.  Pick up any newspaper in eastern 

Montana or western North Dakota (MonDak Re-

gion) and you will find help wanted after help 

wanted ads, page after page of them.  It is an em-

ployee’s market out there.  

 It doesn’t seem to matter the sector or field of in-

terest, there are many opportunities.  The influx of 

oil related people and business has dramatically 

increased the need in the service industries and 

medical fields besides the obvious need for em-

ployees to sustain the oil industry itself.  Ironically 

while the rest of the country is bogged down with 

close to 10 percent unemployment, it is said if you 

have a pulse and can pass a drug test you can get a 

job here; and a good one, I might add.  

But……….now you have a job, where are you go-

ing to live?  Again, unlike the rest of the nation 

there is no housing surplus.  Not even a little bit.  

In fact, if and that is a big if, you can find some-

thing to rent or buy expect to pay big, as much or 

more than most large cities.  I just read an ad for a 

house available to rent in Sheridan County- 

$2000.00 a month!  Unfathomable a year ago, un-

fathomable six months ago, unfathomable yester-

day. 

As it relates to Westby, the closer and the longer 

the oil industry comes and lasts the same dilemmas 

plague us.  Most business’ are running short 

handed and there is seldom a day goes by without 

at least one inquiry into housing prospects of 

which there are none.  As with past oil booms, we 

see the pros and cons.  First come the oil leases 

which word on the street has them from $200.00-

$1000.00 an acre depending where in Sheridan in 

Montana or Divide in North Dakota County you 

are fortunate enough to hold mineral acres.   A 

nice little chunk of change for many.  Of course, 

the hopes and dreams that come with a lease are 

nothing to sneeze at either.    Also on the plus side, 

homes with any potential at all are cleaned and 

fixed up and snatched up the minute they become 

available.  School enrollment is up slightly and 

there are few new faces on the street.     

 On the flip side, as I mentioned earlier, rent has 

skyrocketed as have home prices.  Is this a good 

thing for the locals?  Depends which side of the 

coin you’re on.  Living on the border and privy to 

North Dakota news we have watched the drama 

unfold for them.  Infrastructure is taxed as well as 

most public services.   
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Locals living on fixed incomes are being forced 

out of their homes and city limits are busting at the 

borders.  Crime is up and policeman numbers are 

down (once again, no one to fill the positions).   

As for my take, well, I would much rather be wel-

coming people than preparing for the buffalo as 

our future was predicted in the eighties.   We have 

no control over many things, but that doesn’t mean 

we should just sit and wait for things to happen 

either.  If we are progressive in our thinking and 

proactive in our actions, we can make the best of 

the situation and what a difference a day will 

make! 

Sometimes I forget the purpose of this column and 

my mind or too often my mouth starts to run ram-

pant.  There are so many, many interesting things 

happening in our area right now, I have a hard 

time reigning myself in.  I apologize and will get 

back to the task at hand. 

It’s looking like soup weather is here for awhile 

longer.  Once again, my baby sister pulled through 

with a simple, satisfying, recipe for that needed 

comfort food or for one of the many who are down 

and out with the winter bug that seems to be plagu-

ing many.    

 

SLOW COOKER CHICKEN AND 

DUMPLINGS 
4 skinless, boneless frozen chicken breast 

halves 

2 tablespoons butter 

2 (10.75 ounce) cans condensed cream of 

chicken soup 

1 onion, finely diced 

2 (10 ounce) packages refrigerated biscuit 

dough, torn into pieces 

Place the chicken, butter, soup, and onion in a 

slow cooker, and fill with enough water to 

cover.  

 

Cover, and cook for 5 to 6 hours on High. About 

1 hour before serving, place the torn biscuit 

dough in the slow cooker. Cook until the dough 

is no longer raw in the center. 

Note:  Pam suggests using a can of reduced so-

dium chicken broth in place of the water and 

adding a little seasoning on the chicken (pepper, 

garlic, thyme).  She also thought frozen mixed 

vegetables would be good.  Leaving the chicken 

breasts whole and starting out with them frozen 

keeps them very moist.  She cooked the soup all 

day on low and turned the pot up to high when 

she added the biscuits.  She gave this a recipe a 

very thumbs up! 

This next recipe throws together in a jiffy and is 

very family friendly.  A great go to recipe after a 

hectic day at work. 

 

HEARTY MEXICAN  

CASSEROLE 
I cup shredded cooked chicken 

2 pkgs Chicken Ramen Noodles and only 1 pkg 

seasoning mix 

1 cup shredded Monterey Jack Cheese 

1 can diced green chilies 

1 small can sliced black olives 

1 cup light sour cream 

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 

½ cup crushed corn chips 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees.  Spray an 8 inch 

square baking dish with cooking spray.  Cook 

noodles in water according to package direc-

tions; rinse in cold water and drain.  Combine 

chicken and noodles.  Add seasoning pkg, Mon-

terey Jack cheese, chilies, and olives.  Stir in 

sour cream.   Spoon in prepared pan.  Sprinkle 

with cheddar cheese and corn chips.  Bake 20 

minutes or until brown and bubbly.  Serve with 

sour cream and salsa.  Serves 4.  

May you ENJOY 

 for 

Life is Good!    
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Blue Moon            OPEN DAILY at 11a.m. 
Highway 16 East * Plentywood, MT           406.765.2491 

CASINO 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 

FREE LUNCH 

Tuesday SMEAR 

Friday BINGO (5:30) 

SUNDAY BUFFETS 

Serving from 11 a.m.  

to 2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY 

Please don’t drink and drive, call 

for the Blue Moon Limo 765.2491 

**NO CHARGE** 

 

DAILYDAILY  
LUNCH & DINNERLUNCH & DINNER  

SPECIALSSPECIALS  
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Our new centennial column will keep you  

informed of the plans, progress, and updates for 

the reunion, as well as bring you interesting  

stories, past and present, and tidbits of Westby's 

history.  Anyone wishing to share pictures,  

stories, or pieces of the puzzle may contact the 

Border News.  Cathy Nordhagen will be our new 

correspondent for the history portion of this  

column and she may be reached at:  

firecrackermango@gmail.com or 385-2364. 

 ERWIN OLSON  
  Although Erwin was not one of Westby's early 

settlers, probably everyone in and around Westby 

knows him and has had some kind of an associa-

tion with him. He has lived his entire life in 

Westby, except the two years he served in the 

military during the Korean War. He was actively 

involved with Westby High School's boys basket-

ball program: first as the team's manager, then 

transporting them by car to their games and tour-

naments. He owned and operated his own trucking 

company, worked as a custom combiner, and 

drove school bus for many years. Even after retire-

ment, Erwin helped other farmers with their crops. 

Now he enjoys commiserating with farmers, 

truckers, and elevator employees (and anyone else 

interested ), about the state of farming, every-

where he goes. He also keeps up with boys basket-

ball. 

 

   As a young man, Erwin's father, Ernest, migrated 

from Minnesota with his siblings. He ended up in 

Westby, while the others settled around North Da-

kota. He worked in Charlie Meyer's coal mine pur-

chased from Pete Biever. Erwin's mother, Gertie 

Hilstead, lived for a time in the Writing Rock area, 

then returned to Assiboine, Sask., where her fam-

ily resided.  When she came to visit her sister, 

Olga, who provided child care for Apollonia 

(Appie), Charlie's wife, she met Ernest. They were 

married in February 1926. They rented a small 

farm five miles north of Westby, where their five 

children were born: Orville-1926, Erwin-1928, 

Ralph-1929, Luella-1932, and Leroy-1934. The 

children attended the Pleasant Valley country 

school, located north of what is now Bruce West-

gard's place, which was nothing more than a barn.                                              

(Continues on page 9) They rode the five miles to 

school each day in a small one horse cart. Erwin 

said that he and his family had to stay in the school 

for about a month during severe winter weather. 

When another school building was constructed, the 

“barn” school was moved to Westby, added on to 

and modernized, and eventually became what has 

been Cyndie Paulson's home until very recently. 

   Erwin's family had their share of tragedies, start-

ing with nine year old Luella developing a life-

threatening infection in a leg bone, which required 

her hospitalization for seven months in Lewis-

town, Montana. The brothers were motherless dur-

ing this time as she accompanied Luella, worked 

in the hospital, and helped to care for her daughter. 

Thankfully, after several surgeries, Luella started 

on the road to complete recovery and went on to 

become quite a good softball player. Shortly after 

Luella's ordeal, one of Erwin's brothers, Ralph, 

was killed from an accident at the age of eleven, 

when a gun fell and discharged into his liver.    

Erwin and his family were soon forced to leave 

their little rented farm as it had been sold. They 

moved into town in George Crabbe's one room tar-

paper shack, where Erwin has lived ever since.  

 

(Continued next page) 
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Of course, Erwin's father had to quickly add on 

another room and otherwise finish this rudimen-

tary house to make it more liveable for his family. 

His farming days ended and he went to work for 

the WPA. Erwin attended Westby High School, 

where he began to develop a love of basketball and 

became Manager for the boys team, a job he both 

enjoyed and took seriously. To this day, he keeps 

up with boys basketball and will proudly show the 

letter sweater he earned. He graduated in 1947, 

and it was noted in his Senior write-up that “his 

favorite pastime is driving” - probably still true 

today! Upon graduation, he went to work for REA 

in Grenora and Froid, tamping poles for the new 

electric highline. At the time, REA was located 

inWestby in the old Ford garage, with a quonset 

shop next to the High School. However, in 1948, it 

was mysteriously moved to Medicine Lake, which 

caused anger, as well as a loss of business and in-

come to the community of Westby, including the 

closure and relocation to Williston of the train de-

pot. 

    In that same year, Erwin bought a truck and op-

erated a dray line, hauling coal, and freight from 

the train to businesses, also later, for a short time, 

the mail. The next year, he started the Olson 

Trucking Company and began to haul grain, and 

hogs until around 2003.  

   Tragedy hit the Olson family once again, when 

in 1950, Luella was killed by a drunk driver near 

her home while she was walking from school. To 

commemorate this very sad and shocking death, a 

cross was placed along the highway close to the 

site, which still remains. Her classmates lovingly 

dedicated their 1951 annual to her memory. As 

mentioned before, after recovering from an infec-

tion that almost took her life, Luella became a tal-

ented athlete, especially in softball. She would 

have graduated from Westby High School in 1951. 

Her tragic and sudden death was very hard for Er-

win and his family to cope with; and even today, 

Erwin thinks about the senseless loss of his sister. 

He remembers offering her a ride home that day, 

but she refused, saying she wanted to walk with 

her friends. 

  Erwin was drafted in 1950, but because of his 

sister's death, he was deferred until February 1951, 

when he joined the Army in Butte, Montana. He 

was transferred to Ft. Lewis in Washington State; 

then to Ft. Jackson in Arizona before going to Ko-

rea for a year. While there, he did not experience 

front-line action in the war. Instead, he drove a 

supply truck in Pusan, in the south. However, a 

truck accident resulted in a badly broken arm and 

his discharge from the military. Upon his return 

home, he resumed his trucking business after his 

arm was fully healed. He also became a driver for 

the Westby High School boys basketball team. In 

1956, he helped drive the team to the State cham-

pionship in Bozeman, but, alas, they lost. Erwin 

continued to transport teams until about 1965.  

 

 

 

 

(Continues next page) 
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   Nowadays, Erwin enjoys checking on activities 

at the grain elevators and discussing crop and cat-

tle conditions with local farmers there, at the Prai-

rie Kitchen, and Al's Meats. He is still an active 

member of the American Legion, and participates 

in Senior Citizen activities. Of course, he still en-

joys driving his car. He stays in touch with his two 

surviving brothers; and had an opportunity to catch 

a ride to the State basketball championships in 

Great Falls in 2007, where he stayed with his older 

brother, Orville.  

     His memories consist of: first and foremost, his 

sister's death; then, all of the basketball games he 

had a part of or was a spectator to. When asked 

what he notices most about his years living in 

Westby, he says that a lot of people have moved 

away, which is sad. However, he adds that he 

would not live anywhere else! He thinks this has 

been the best place to live. He concluded by re-

counting the story about a woman who tried to en-

tice him away from Westby – that ended the rela-

tionship! 

   Thank you Erwin for your many contributions to 

the Westby community that helped shape it into 

the town that it is today; and for the person you 

are. All of us are richer for knowing you! 

Olson  

(continued) 

   From May to October, 1958-1974, Erwin also 

hired on as a custom combiner; first to South Da-

kota with the Nordhagens, then for eleven years 

with Richard Johnson to Oklahoma. When his fa-

ther passed away in 1975, he quit custom combin-

ing to care for his mother. He continued to drive 

truck and help local farmers with their combining. 

He also drove school bus until 1993, covering the 

North Dakota area from Elkhorn Township to the 

radar base, Lake Skjermo, and to the Canadian 

border. He could have as many as thirty passen-

gers on his bus; and ended up transporting two 

generations of students. He also substituted on the 

Daneville route.  

    One thing Erwin is extremely proud of is his 

membership in the American Legion; in 2002, he 

was honored with a plaque for fifty years of ser-

vice. Because for some time, the conflict in Korea 

was not considered a “war” but a “police or mili-

tary action”, not all American Legion Units recog-

nized military service in Korea as qualification for 

membership. So, Erwin and others in the area, 

joined the American Legion Unit in Crosby, North 

Dakota, that did recognize military service in the 

Korean “war”. Later, when the Korean conflict 

was universally recognized as a war, he transferred 

his membership to the Westby Unit. 
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Shirley Quam hosted Senior Citizens on February 

10th.  Eileen Overgaard won first in whist and Ar-

lene Herman took second. Eileen also won the 

door prize.  Elgene Smith, Corrine Quam, and Don 

Quam were guests. 

  

The Jolly Twelve Card Club met on Valentine's 

Day, February 14th.  Lorna Lagerquist was the 

hostess.  Phoebe Vest took first place and Eileen 

Overgaard took second place in whist. Arlene Her-

man took low.  

  

Karen Meyer and her  brother  Randy Haagenson 

went to Great Falls where they met Tiffany 

Otheim, Vanessa Feldhaus, and Lorelei, Karen's 

sister.   From there they all flew to Las Vegas 

where they helped Tiffany celebrate her birthday.  

Lisa (Ekness) met them in Vegas for the celebra-

tion. 

A Day in the Life… 

    By Sandy Elm 

Rose Frickson was in Westby over Valentine's 

Day staying at her daughter Teresa Johnson's 

home.  While here, she went to Shirley Quam's 

birthday party. She returned to the Pioneer Manor 

the next day. 

  

Sandy and Slugger Elm went to Billings  recently 

to help their granddaughter Alyssa celebrate her 

birthday and to visit grandson Jarrod.   While they 

were there Sandy attended the Billings Clothes 

Market with Lynn McCall from Plentywood. 

  

Sandy Elm and Lynn McCall also attended the Ve-

gas Clothing  Markets during the week of Valen-

tine's Day.  They returned home February 18th.  

  

As many of you recall, it was not very long ago 

that my mother-in-law Vera Elm passed away. 

Also passing away recently from our community 

was Annie Lagerquist, close friend and cousin to 

Vera. They were a couple of ladies with mischievi-

ous smiles that were known to all. May they rest in 

peace. 
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   A funeral for Anna C. Lagerquist was held at 

2:00 P.M. on Friday, February 11, 2011at Imman-

uel Lutheran Church in Westby, with  Pastor Barb 

Westhoff  officiating.  Anna, 87, died on February 

7, 2011 in Sheridan Memorial Nursing Home of 

Plentywood where she had resided since October 

21, 2008.  

   Annie was born July 29, 1923 on the family farm 

southwest of Westby, the 6th of nine children of 

Ed and Clara Lagerquist. She grew up on the farm 

and attended Jefferson school where she graduated 

from the 8th grade. There was no opportunity to 

attend high school. Annie was baptized in Scandia 

Lutheran Church and confirmed in St. Johns.  

   Although she never married, Annie made her 

home with her brother Joel and their cousin How-

ard on the Lagerquist homestead. Learning her 

skills as a homemaker from her mother, Annie was 

an excellent cook and baker. She loved to make 

stickle pickles, homemade bread, doughnuts and 

cookies. We remember her in the kitchen, covered 

with a large apron with pockets, getting the coffee 

pot on the stove, and setting the table for afternoon 

coffee or maybe a noon meal. Her cookie jar was 

always full, and she had lots of nieces and neph-

ews who loved to raid the jar for the home-made 

goodies! How well we remember that famous 

cookie jar. Many little hands reached in it to find 

delectable surprises, and as we grew up, the hands 

just got bigger and still managed to find the cookie 

jar!  

   Annie, along with Joel and Howard, became a 

care giver for her mother after the death of her fa-

ther. She worked for a short time at the Crystal Bar 

in Westby with her cousin, Vera Elm, and she also 

worked at the Sheridan Memorial Nursing Home 

in Plentywood as an aid in the late 1970's. For a 

few years, she was also employed as a house-

keeper at the Sherwood Inn.  

   Annie was very active in both Scandia and Im-

manuel Lutheran Churches where she was a mem-

ber of the Ladies' Aid, and she was an active mem-

ber in the Westby American Legion Auxiliary for 

forty-eight years.  

Annie had a wonderful sense of humor and could 

make people laugh and smile, even in the last days 

of her life. Many of us fondly remember her hearty 

laughter.  

   She is survived by her brother Manford and his 

wife Peggy of Williston, North Dakota; her de-

voted cousin Howard Hammer, who lives in 

Plentywood, and her sister-in-law Adeline Lager-

quist of Westby. Also surviving are numerous 

nephews and nieces; Robert (Lorna) Lagerquist 

and Shirley (Gary) Nelsen; Loren (Donaleen) 

Lagerquist, Alton (Sharon) Lagerquist and John 

(Susan) Lagerquist; Allan (Rhoda) Lagerquist, 

Linda (Ralph) Heppner, and Myrnette (Glenn) 

Miller; Joylene (Gary) Novota, Lynden (Peggy) 

Lagerquist, Rick (Ruth) Lagerquist and Jody 

(Cindy) Lagerquist; and Barbara (Quinton) Young 

and Ron (Michelle) Lagerquist. In addition, she is 

survived by several third and fourth generation 

nieces and nephews all across the USA, all re-

membering "Aunt Annie". Annie's cousins, Odel 

Hammer of Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan Olaf Ham-

mer of Tacoma, Washington and Ethel Har-

shbarger of Westby, Montana also survive; and 

numerous cousins live in Minnesota. Howard's 

nephew and niece, Jackie Libin and Sjaan Ham-

mer, of Weyburn and Moose Jaw, enjoyed treks to 

Westby and the farm, and they often visited Annie 

in the Nursing Home.  

   Annie was preceded in death by her parents, 

brothers Joel Arnold , who died at age nine of po-

lio; Raymond in infancy; Sig and his wife Anna; 

Elvin and his wife Mildred; Helmer, Ted and his 

wife Muriel and brother Joel. Also preceding Anna 

in death were a niece, Donna Lagerquist, and a 

nephew, Gary Lagerquist.  

   Annie lived her entire life on her father's home-

stead, and she will be buried next to her brother 

Joel on the homestead of their mother - the same 

land later donated to build Scandia Lutheran 

Church. Annie has come home again, and the cir-

cle of her life is now complete.  

   Fulkerson Funeral Home of Plentywood had 

charge of arrangements. 

 

LAGERQUIST 



212 Main Street 

Westby, MT 

385. 2349 

1/2 Grain Fed Beef 
$2.09/lb. 

Cut & Wrapped 

Pork Whole or Half 
$1.39/lb. 

Cut & Wrapped 

In town butchering available. 
 

All kinds of curing! 
 

Check out our Extra Lean  
Hamburger on sale all the time! 
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GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL  

FUNDING BILL SHOT DOWN 
Governor Brian Schweitzer’s funding plan for 

public schools, House Bill 136, which included 

school district’s oil-and-gas revenue be redistrib-

uted statewide, was shot down along party lines in 

the House Education Committee.  HB 136 called 

for 90 percent of oil and gas revenue to go to the 

state and be redistributed back to all schools.   HB 

136 would have had devastating effects on school 

districts like Westby.  

Republicans, following the lead of Senator Llew 

Jones of Conrad, are working on an alternative.  

The alternative will address concerns of oil and 

gas districts as well as the need for adequately 

funding of K-12 education in Montana.   The bases 

of Senator Jones' plan's change compared to cur-

rent law is to enhance educational excellence 

through a new funding stream that is tied to eco-

nomic and natural resource development and ex-

pansion. 

As it relates to the distribution of oil and natural 

gas taxes:   

.All school districts with oil and gas revenues to 

the state to fund all schools.   Retained revenues 

could no longer be used as under BASE tax reve-

nues, but would be available to districts for above-

BASE in the voted levy area of the general fund 

budget and could be allocated to any budgeted 

fund of the district with certain specifications.  

Many elements of the plan will relate to educa-

tional excellence, as well.  

The Republican plan will be introduced in three to 

four weeks and will continue to be a work in pro-

gress until the final days of the Legislature.   



Ron and Ruth Moericke residence. 

Happy 50th Anniversary 
Mom & Dad 

  
We love you, 
Michael & Debby 
Kim & Rob 
Jeff & Lynette 
Lisa & Steve 

And all of your grandkids! 

February 20th, 
  1961-2011 
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Your local source for:  
Bulk Fuel, Gas & Oil 

Fertilizer, Chemicals, Feed & Salt 
Custom Spraying & Fertilizing 

Vet Supplies 
 

Phone: 406-385-2472 
Terminal Phone: 406-385-2630 

 
Danny Moore 

Westby Manager 

 

The next Westby Centennial  

Meeting will take place: 
 

March 7, 2011 
 

7:00 PM 
 

Westby  

Community Center 

   Duane Anderson was born December 8, 1929 in 

Grenora, N.D., son of Andrew and Alice Anderson 

of Dagmar, MT. After high school graduation 

from Antelope, he worked for various farmers in 

the Dagmar area and was active in sports. He 

played baseball in the "Big Muddy League" as a 

catcher for Big Ed Smith. Duane was a farmer and 

a hard worker, taught his sons to do the same and 

always said; "you can enjoy the activities you like 

after the work was done!" He loved life and al-

ways helped anyone who needed help with their 

work. Duane served on the School Board for the 

rural Jefferson School. At one time, was active 

with the Democratic Central Committee and treas-

urer for Dooley Lutheran Church. He was a volun-

teer for keeping up the country roads to build bet-

ter roads, dealing with County Commissioners 

such as Art Rehmer who was great at helping. 

Duane collected donations in the area to start the 

Plentywood Nursing Home.  

   Duane married Loretta Wirtzberger March 2, 

1950 and they farmed North of Dooley where they 

raised two sons, Craig and Russell. Duane and 

Loretta enjoyed going South to Mesa in the winter 

months for the last 34 years, but always loved re-

turning to the farm in the spring.  

 

ANDERSON 
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   Duane is survived by his wife of almost 61 

years, Loretta; a son Craig and wife Debbie of 

Plentywood; grandchildren: Carmi (Silvester) a 

chemical engineer that works at Alina Medical 

Center in Minneapolis, MN.; Dane (Danielle) an 

accountant at Clark/Huber in Bellevue, WA.; and 

Kristen a registered nurse in Boise, ID.  

   He was preceded in death by his parents, a 

brother Dale and his wife Shirley, and a son Rus-

sell.  

   Duane passed away at the Hospice Garden Cen-

ter in Mesa, AZ. on February 2 with his wife at his 

side. Cremation has taken place and Fulkerson Fu-

neral Home in Plentywood is in charge of memo-

rial services in the spring.  



P.O. Box 227 

6408 Highway 16 South 

Medicine Lake, MT 59247 

Phone: 406-789-2231 

Fax:     406-789-2234 
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