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We Serve Extra Lean  

Ground Beef 

Nite Specials  

DINING ROOM ONLY 

Chicken to go (potatoes included) 2 pc – Barrel 200 pc 

MONDAY – Chicken Strip Dinner w/ coleslaw & fries 

TUESDAY – TACO TUESDAY - $1.00 Tacos 

WEDNESDAY – Shrimp in a Basket w/ coleslaw & fries 

THURSDAY – Pablo’s Mexican Dinner– OR - Full Menu 

FRIDAY – Chicken Fried Steak w/ fries, toast & salad 

SATURDAY – Hamburger Steak w/ baked potato, toast & choice of salad 

Randy & Bonnie Matzke Owners 

1.50/copy            Issue 120                   Volume  6    

Chocolate & Vanilla Soft Serve 

 

The buildings may be gone, but the memories and 

history will live on and on.  What were once 

known as the Ford Garage/Chevy Garage/ 76-

Building/Case Implement Dealership (whichever 

name you remember it by) and Crystal Bar are 

now reduced to rubble.   Time had already reduced 

them to nothing but former shadows of themselves 

so it was inevitable.   

Change and progress are not always easy and de-

spite their sentimental value, the buildings which 

were both on the verge of being condemned, 

needed to be dealt with.  In many ways this solves 

a big problem for the community members, the 

city council, and the county commissioners before 

the 2013 Centennial.             (Continues next page) 
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Once truck load, after truck load of rubble is re-

moved a leveled surface will make way for new 

life and progress for Main Street, Westby. 

The Ford Garage was built in 1925 by Walter Ol-

son.  Through the years, the business continued 

under the direction of several others including: 

Ted Nordhagen, Arne and Olaf Haugen, and Gene 

and Jerry Meyer.  Gene and Jerry closed up shop 

in 1957 and Roy Listoe opened as a 76 station for 

a short time and around 1960 the business shut 

down permanently.  The building has sat pretty 

much idle for over half a century now.  Besides 

being home to car and implement dealerships, the 

building also housed Sheridan Electric during its 

short hiatus in Westby and was the Civil Defense 

Shelter for the area during World War II. 

The Crystal Bar and Café era preceded the Chevy 

Garage and was originally built by a man by the 

name of Schloesser and opened as a Billiard Parlor 

and Confectionary.  Many were involved in this 

venture through the years.  Ted Nordhagen (given 

credit for changing the name to ―Crystal Bar & 

Café‖), Dave Leininger and Lloyd Kittelson, Jarl 

Bartnes, Lyle & Lou Johanson, and Bill Lee have 

been mentioned.  In early years, Gladys Wirtz-

burger ran the café side.  The bar was closed in the 

late nineties after ill health forced Bill Lee to give 

up on the venture and has been vacated since this 

time.   

Chad and JoAnn Monson recently acquired the 

properties to build a diesel mechanic shop.  The 

Ford garage property was purchased from Ron and 

Julie Nelson and the Crystal Bar had been turned 

back to the county for taxes and the Monson’s pur-

chased the property from Sheridan County.  Upon 

completion of clearing and preparing the site, con-

struction will begin on a shop/store specializing in 

diesel mechanics and automotive parts and service.  

A mercantile store with also be incorporated into 

the business.  The Monson’s are hoping to have 

the business up and running as soon as possible. 

(continued) 

Pictured above: 

The progress of the project on Main Street 

 as of 7.3.11. 
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212 Main Street 

Westby, MT 

385. 2349 

Pork Whole or Half 
$1.39/lb. 

Cut & Wrapped 

In town butchering available. 
 

All kinds of curing! 
 

Check out our Extra Lean  
Hamburger on sale all the time! 

 

The fourth meeting of the Westby Centennial or-
ganization was held on Monday, June 21, 2011 at 
the Westby Community Center at 7:08 p.m. Co-
chair Val Moore called the meeting to order with 3 
officers, 13 committee members, and 3 community 
members. The secretary’s report was given and ap-
proved. The treasurer’s report was given and ap-
proved. A balance of $10146.23 was noted. Gene 
Kavon reported that the funds will be left in one 
account at this time.  
Old Business:  
Committee Reports: 
Logo – Vance Meyer 
Val reported the 2 winners for the logo contest: 
Matt McGhan logo for centennial - $100.00 
Jamie Putnam logo for signs - $100.00 
It was noted that only the centennial committee has 
the rights to the logos. 
Website/Facebook – Tracy Johanson 
Tracy is waiting for the registration committee for 
some direction, ideas, and a meeting. 
Fundraising – Karen Meyer and Marlene Anderson 
Marlene reported that they have planned activities 
for the Prairie Fest as a fundraiser. A silent auction, 
kid’s carnival, BBQ, cowpie bingo, calfpie bingo, 
and the drawing for the raffle winner of $1000.00 
will be held.  

A discussion was held concerning the cost of the 
BBQ at the Prairie Fest, and a cost of $8.00/plate 
was agreed on. A fun fundraiser is being planned 
for after the Prairie Fest, details will be released at a 
later date. 
Registration – Sandy Elm 
No report 
Food – Beatie Petersen 
No report 
Publicity – Deanna Hellegaard 
No report 
Adult Entertainment – Karla Christensen 
Val suggested a showing of the 1988 program dur-
ing the Centennial. Joylene Novota is requesting a 
meeting with this committee. 
Athletic Entertainment – Sue Meyer 
No report 
Kids Entertainment 
No report, still needs a chairperson 
Parade – Mavis Weiler  
No report 
Logistics – Jody Lagerquist 
Jody talked to Nemont and will be contacting Sheri-
dan Electric 
                                                  (Continues page 7) 
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Your local source for:  
Bulk Fuel, Gas & Oil 

Fertilizer, Chemicals, Feed & Salt 
Custom Spraying & Fertilizing 

Vet Supplies 
 

Phone: 406-385-2472 
Terminal Phone: 406-385-2630 

 
Danny Moore 

Westby Manager 

Blue Moon            OPEN DAILY at 11a.m. 
Highway 16 East * Plentywood, MT           406.765.2491 

CASINO 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 

FREE LUNCH 

Tuesday SMEAR 

Friday BINGO (5:30) 

SUNDAY BUFFETS 

Serving from  

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

 

DAILYDAILY  
LUNCH & DINNERLUNCH & DINNER  

SPECIALSSPECIALS  

HELP WANTED – EXTRA-

CURRICULAR BUS DRIVER 
 

Westby School District # 3 is taking application 

for extra-curricular bus drivers to the following 

extra-curricular activities for school year 2011-12: 

 

 1.  Football and Possible Cross Country 

(Plentywood) 

 

Students will be transported to activities via a 

school-owned bus, therefore applicants will be 

required to have a Commercial Drivers License 

(CDL) Class B with a Passenger endorsement. 

 

Salary - $40.00 per trip 

 

For more detailed information contact Tony  

Holecek at the Westby School office (385-2225) 
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July 4th has come and gone as you read this which 

means we are half way through our summer, if you 

can call it that.  We have had very pleasant sum-

mer time days this past week and I have enjoyed 

every single minute of them.   

One thing we always have to look forward to in 

Westby immediately following Fourth of July is 

our Prairie Fest.  A complete schedule appears in 

this paper and although it started as a scaled down 

version of our usual celebration, it is turning into 

quite a fun filled day.  The original plans were to 

cut back and really gear up for Westby’s 2013 

Centennial, but as a close friend of mine says, 

―Why yell whoa! in a horse race?‖ so here we are 

with a full roster of events for everyone.  The Cen-

tennial fundraising committee has taken on a large 

chunk of the activities using several of the venues 

as a source of revenue for the centennial.  Let’s 

support their valiant efforts! 

Speaking of the centennial, another note worth 

mentioning is a year has already slipped by since 

talk began about how to celebrate our commu-

nity’s 100th birthday.  Now with only two years 

remaining to plan, organize, and implement the 

celebration, pressure is already starting to build.  

We look around at the number of tasks needed to 

be done to bring the town and its structures and 

landscape up to snuff, let alone the work it takes to 

organize the three day event itself.  Although we 

are undaunted by this undertaking there will un-

doubtedly be a lot of blood, sweat and tears shed 

before it is all said and done.  A great group is in 

place and has been working diligently this past 

year to raise money and prepare for this moment in 

history.  Whether near or far, all can help with the 

process.   

Whether it be financial for the centennial itself, our 

ailing community center, our devastated church 

basement, or the new museum; or helping hands 

on organized work days or a weekend visit to 

clean the park, baseball fields, town lots; or just 

plain words of encouragement and thanks for the 

effort, all have something to contribute.   

One thing for sure, when the time comes it will be 

done and all will share in the festivities and the 

home town pride the blood, sweat and tears have 

allowed to transpire.  It will be grand!        

 

This dip was enjoyed at a recent birthday party and 

the contributor was Lori Drew.  It is such a re-

freshing twist to the Mexican layer dip we are all 

so familiar with.  The first bite takes you so by sur-

prise and then you are hooked! 

PINEAPPLE SALSA  

LAYER DIP 
I jar of pineapple or peach salsa (Paul Newman 

makes one) 

2-8oz cream cheese, softened 

½ cup sour cream 

¼ cup mayonnaise 

1 large can crushed pineapple, drained 

I envelope of Mrs. Gras vegetable soup mix    

8 oz shredded mozzarella cheese 

1 green pepper diced 

1- 4 oz can sliced black olives, drained 

Mix cream cheese, sour cream, and mayo.   Stir in 

soup mix until well blended.  Add pineapple and 

mix well.  Spread in bottom of 9X13 cakepan.  

Spread salsa over cream mixture and sprinkle with 

cheese, peppers and olives.  Chill.  Serve with corn 

chips.  (This serves a crowd.) 

Karen entertained for bridge this spring and served 

this delicious tart and salad.  A perfect combina-

tion for any summertime day. 
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FOR RENT 
Westby Manor, Inc. has one-bedroom apartments for rent in Westby.  Very nice, utilities 

paid and free laundry.  Eligible tenants will not pay more than 30% of their adjusted income.  

The Westby Manor, Inc. will be temporarily renting apartments to all persons without regard 

to income restrictions.  The Westby Manor Inc utilizes Telecommunication Device for the 

Deaf (TDD) 1-800-253-4091 (TTY)/1-866-253-4090 (Voice) 
 

"This institution is a Equal Opportunity Provider, and Employer." 
                    Call Brenda at 385. 2577         

MARINATED ASPARAGUS & 

TOMATO SALAD 
1 pound asparagus, trimmed and cut into 3 inch 

pieces  

¾ pound cherry tomatoes, cut in half 

¼ cup sliced shallots 

1/3 cup white wine vinegar 

2 tbsp honey 

¼ tsp salt 

¼ tsp pepper 

2 tbsp olive oil 

In sauce pan, cook asparagus in boiling water for 1 

minute.  Drain.  In bowl, combine asparagus, to-

matoes, and shallots.  Whisk together vinegar, 

honey, salt & pepper.  Gradually whisk in oil.  

Pour over vegetables, cover and chill 1 hour. 

 

GRUYERE AND BACON 

TART 
I prepared pie crust 

5 slices bacon  

1 ½ cups heavy cream 

2 lg eggs 

1/8 tsp salt and pepper 

¾ cup shredded Gruyere cheese (if you can’t find 

this a good Swiss will work) 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Fry bacon until 

crisp, crumble.  Reserve 1 tablespoon for top.  

Place pie crust in tart pan with removable bottom.  

Whisk together cream, eggs, S&P.  Sprinkle 

cheese and bacon over bottom of crust.  Pour 

cream mixture over.  Bake 25 minutes or until 

golden brown and filling is puffed.  Sprinkle with 

remaining bacon.  Let stand 5 minutes. Cut and 

serve.  

May you ENJOY 

For 

Life is Good! 

BABY SHOWER  
  

You are invited to a baby shower for Kala 

(Stenehjem) Rush, new mother to be, to be 

held at the Westby Community Center on 

July 24th at 3:00 p.m. She and her husband 

Ben are expecting a baby boy in Novem-

ber, 2011. In the event that you need gift 

ideas, they are registered on line at Wal-

mart. 
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Clean –up Committee 
No report – still needs a chairperson 
Park Clean-up Committee – Cliff Johnson 
A discussion was held regarding a meeting with the 
city concerning the cleanup of trees, shrubs, etc. at 
the park. Concerns regarding cutting down some of 
the shrubs, etc was expressed, it was determined 
that the City will take care of giving permission as 
to what will be done to clean the park.  
Parking & Transportation – Warren Overgaard 
No report 
Sunday Service – Jandy Jorgenson 
No report 
Jandy reported that the Centennial organization 
does not qualify for the Travel MT grant, however 
the museum does.  
Val Moore reported that the Star Grant will be 
open for applications in November, and the appli-
cation will be looked at this fall. 
Val reported that the Fortuna Air Base memorial 
will need to be looked into and a contact person 
pursued. Val will go onsite and check with a few 
interested persons and discuss the project with Jim 
Weiler. 
New Business: 
A discussion was held regarding the cleanup of the 
community center.  Teresa and Karen will try to get 
a date organized and contact people to help with 
the clean up. 
Gene Kavon and Marlene Anderson discussed how 
the left over funds from the Centennial will be 
used, and stated that there needs to be a cause de-
cided upon before the Centennial celebration. 
Some ideas were: park improvement, community 
center improvement, and sidewalk benches. This 
will be tabled for ideas and a decision at a later 
date. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, Septem-
ber 26th at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
Brenda Ryals, Secretary 

(continued) 

HELP WANTED 

ROUTE DRIVER 
 

Westby School District is taking applications for a 

route driver for the 2011-12 school year: 

 

This route is a daily route entailing a combined 

mileage of nearly 95 miles per day for 180 days. 

 

Students will be transported via a school-owned 

bus, therefore applicants will be required to have a 

Commerical Drivers License (CDL) Class B with 

a passenger endorsement. 

 

Wages DOE. 

 

For more detailed information contact Tony  

Holecek at the Westby School office (385-2225). 

Dear Editor: 

   Due to an unfortunate situation with the  

Kittelson’s, we will no longer be purchasing the 

hardware store.  Instead, we will be building a new 

store/shop in Westby as soon as possible on Main 

Street at the location of the former Chevy Garage 

and Crystal Bar. 

   We would like to thank you for your business 

this past month and hope to have your continued  

support as a customer at Westby Mercantile, LLC, 

in our new location. 

   We are open to any suggestions for the new store 

in the line of merchandise and any other ideas you 

may have to improve our service to the Westby 

community. 

   We look forward to visiting with each of you at 

our stand during Prairie Fest on July 9th. 

Sincerely, 

Chad and JoAnn Monson 
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Book Club 
April 2011  

By Arlene Hove 

 

 

   ―Can’t Cook But 

Doesn’t Bite‖, an ad for a housekeeper in a Min-

neapolis, Minnesota newspaper, catches the eye of 

recently widowed Oliver Milliron.  In the fall of 

1909 Oliver has his hands full; three young boys to 

care for, a Montana homestead at Marias Coulee, 

and a job at The Big Ditch.  He answers the ad of-

fering the services of an ―A-1 housekeeper, sound 

morals, exceptional disposition―.   Enter the non-

cooking, ever-whistling widow, Rose Llewellyn 

and her font-of-knowledge brother, Morris Mor-

gan. 

   This novel is told through the eyes of the aca-

demically gifted thirteen year old Paul Milliron, 

the eldest of the Milliron children, and also 

through the eyes of the adult Paul, who in 1957 is 

the Montana Superintendent of Public Instruction 

who must decide the fate of the one room schools 

that dot the prairie landscape.  Schools like the 

very one where he and his younger brothers, 

Damon and Toby, received a fine education.   

   We are treated to an array of antics involving the 

three Milliron boys, 

their peers and class-

mates in the one-room 

school at Marias Cou-

lee. Here is where 

Doig’s colorful and de-

scriptive prose brings 

the many characters and 

their antics to life for 

the reader.  When the 

schoolmarm runs off 

with an itinerant 

preacher, the scholarly 

Morris (Morrie) is pressed into service.  He proves 

up to the task - beyond everyone’s expectations - 

even giving Latin lessons to Paul, the exceptional 

student, after school each day.  Hailey’s Comet is 

due to arrive come spring, a once-in-a-lifetime 

event that Morrie and the schoolchildren gear up 

for in earnest.   
 

   Meanwhile, Rose has the Miliron house in tip 

top shape, whistling all the while she works (she 

still doesn’t cook).  Determined to make a new life 

for herself following the death of her husband, she 

purchases a neighboring homestead in spite of ob-

jections from brother Morrie.  Rose and Paul form 

a bond during their early morning gathering in the 

kitchen over hot chocolate and conversation.  Rose 

is forming a bond with another of the Milliron 

males - you guessed it - Oliver, of course.  Here is 

where the novel takes a surprising turn when Paul 

puts two and two together and discovers some-

thing in the past: Rose may not be so rosy and 

Morrie may not be so moral after all! 

   Author Doig is a native Montanan who now re-

sides in Seattle.  He graduated from Valier High 

School and has published two memoirs, This 

House of Sky and Heart Earth.  His works of fic-

tion now total around ten novels and most are set 

in the Montana country of his youth, mixing per-

sonal memory and regional history.  Ivan Doig has 

been hailed as the new dean of western literature 

and we are anxious to read more of his work.  The 

Whistling Season is an affectionate, heartwarming 

tale that celebrates a vanished way of life and la-

ments its passing.  Do read this fine Montana au-

thor. 

The Whistling Season 

Author:  Ivan Doig 

Hostess:   Eileen Overgaard 



Ron and Ruth Moericke residence. 
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HELSETH 
   Earl Selvin Halseth was born on February 24, 

1930 in Westby, MT, to Selma and Edwin Helseth.  

He started playing the saxophone when he was 5 

years old and his father had to build a stand so he 

could hold the sax.  As a youngster growing up he 

worked for many of the local farmers for just a few 

dollars a day but thought he was rich.  He also 

played with local bands during his high school 

days. 

   Earl graduated high school in a class of 20 and 

he was always amazed that 2 of the 20 ended up 

residing in Colorado Springs. 

   Earl joined the Air Force in 1949 and spent 30 

years enjoying all his assignments and tours, going 

all over the world.  He always felt blessed with his 

military service; he received many citations and 

accommodations including the Meritorious Service 

Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Good Conduct 

Accommodation Medal with five oak leaf clusters 

and the Air Force Achievement Medal. 

   On August 31, 1979 he retired with the rank of 

Chief Master Sergeant which is achieved by only 

1% of the total enlisted corp. 

   He is preceded in death by his parents, three sis-

ters, Bernice Henderson, Shirley Moore and Sheila 

Moss. 

   He is survived by his dear wife, Cita, two sisters, 

DeLoris Bourassa and Janice Saulmon, and many 

nieces and nephews. 

   Anyone wishing to make a contribution honoring 

Earl, please make them to the American Heart As-

sociation. 

   Visitation was held at Black Forest Lutheran 

Church, 12455 Black Forest Road, with a funeral 

service following. 

   A Graveside service was held June 29, 2011 at 

Fort Logan National Cemetary, Denver, Staging 

Area ―B‖. 



P.O. Box 227 

6408 Highway 16 South 

Medicine Lake, MT 59247 

Phone: 406-789-2231 

Fax:     406-789-2234 
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This article is the completion of the Centennial 

column on Ed and Dorothy Fransen.  Dorothy’s 

story ran in the June 20th edition of The Westby 

Border News. 

   Edwin's father, Oscar, born in 1881, and his 

brother, Sanford, emigrated from Sweden in 1908, 

first to New York, then Minnesota, and finally on 

to Montana because they heard they could obtain 

their own farms by homesteading there. Their 

other brother, Swen, followed them to Montana in 

1913. For reasons Edwin does not understand, 

Oscar and Sanford changed their surname to Fran-

sen, while Swen kept the family name of Soder-

quist. Sanford settled in the Blue Trail area, Swen 

in the Comertown area, and Oscar 7 miles south of 

Comer town. Edwin's mother, Anne Jensen, was 

born in Kenyon, Minnesota in 1880. In 1912, she  

EDWIN FRANSEN 

Traveled to Plentywood, Montana to visit her sis-

ters, Helen and Christine. She filed for her own 

homestead on land north of Westby, west of Bazil 

Anderson's farm, but later sold it and moved to 

Plentywood, where she worked at a hotel and cafe. 

It was at the cafe where she met Oscar. They were 

married in 1916 in Westby and made their life to-

gether on Oscar's farm.  

   He was a good student and was able to finish 8 

grades in 7 years. Unfortunately, he did not go on 

to high school because of his responsibilities on 

the farm. His siblings did continue their educations 

and did not share the responsibility for the farm. 

Edwin says he never regretted having to work so 

hard as he enjoyed all aspects of farming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continues next page) 
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 They had four children: Esther (Bjornson) born in 

1917; Edith (Haarstad) born in 1919; Edwin born 

in 1920; and, John born in 1923. Oscar and Anne 

donated 2 acres of their land so that St. John's Lu-

theran Church and cemetery could be established. 

Before this, parishioners met in each other's homes 

or at one of the nearby country schools. Oscar be-

came ill in the early 1920's, then suffered a broken 

back when he was thrown from a mower by a run-

away horse. He never fully recovered and his 

brother, Swen, helped farm for him until Edwin 

was old enough to take over. 

   Edwin remembers working on the family farm 

from an early age. By the age of 12, he could do 

most anything required to run the farm from taking 

care of the cattle to raising and harvesting wheat; 

and, at age 15, he took over operations on the farm 

completely. He did attend the Coolidge School, 

about 1 mile from home with his siblings. Also, as 

the eldest son, he knew it was his role to run the 

farm while his siblings went to school. 

   Edwin and Dorothy first met when he was 10 

years old and she was 5 at a farm auction, where 

she contends he followed her the entire time they 

were there; he doesn't seem to refute that. They did 

not see each other again until Dorothy was attend-

ing Westby High School, when they met in the 

cafe. Apparently, at that time, she approved of his 

attention, as they started seeing each other and 

subsequently were married in June 1944, shortly 

after her high school graduation. They were mar-

ried at her family's farm, then settled on his fam-

ily's farm with his parents. Two of their children 

were born in the home Oscar and Annie built: 

Dennis born in 1945, and James born in 1946. 

Edwin's mother, Anne, continued to care for Oscar 

until she became ill herself. Oscar was then moved 

to the Good Samaritan Home in Ambrose, North 

Dakota. Anne stayed with Edwin and Dorothy un-

til 1952, when she moved in with her daughter, 

Esther Bjornsen and her family in Plentywood. 

Both of Edwin's parents are buried at St. John's 

cemetery. 

    Edwin had a house, previously owned by Henry 

Lee, moved from the Comertown hills to its cur-

rent location just East of his parents' home. Doro-

thy was so pleased that Edwin had the house ready 

to move in the day she brought their daughter, 

Debra, home from the hospital when she was born 

in 1947. She said it was so nice to have a home of 

their own to raise their family in. Dorothy indi-

cated that this house is over 100 years old. Rem-

nants of the home Oscar and Anne built are still 

visible on the property. Edwin and Dorothy bought 

and farmed Sanford's homestead in Blue Trail also. 

In the early1950's, the new Highway 5 was built 

right through their property. Edwin and Dorothy 

continued to live and farm on the homeplace until 

their retirement from farming and subsequent 

move to their current home in Plentywood. 

 

(Continues next page) 

EDWIN FRANSEN 
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Anyone wishing to share pictures,  

stories, or pieces of the puzzle may contact the 

Border News.  Cathy Nordhagen, our  

correspondent for the history portion of this  

Column, may be reached at:  

firecrackermango@gmail.com or 385-2364. 

   Edwin and Dorothy's three children all attended 

Coolidge School and graduated from Westby High 

School. Dennis, the eldest, born in 1945, is mar-

ried to Cheryl (Joyes), and they have three sons: 

Shawn, who is single; Chad and his wife, Lynette, 

have three children: Halle, Lucas, and Zachary; 

and, Justin and his wife, Francine, have two chil-

dren: Alyssa and Kaylee. The second child, James, 

born in 1946, is currently married to Jan, and has 

two children from a previous marriage: daughter, 

Katie, who has a son, Sequoia; and son, James Jr., 

who is married to wife, Erica, but they have no 

children. Jan has a son who lived for a time with 

her and James. The last child born to Edwin and 

Dorothy, Debra, born in 1947, was married to 

Charles Goodheart until his death about two years 

ago; they had one daughter, Stephanie, who is 

married to husband, Adam, and they have two sons 

– Ethan and Preston; Charles also had a son and 

daughter from his previous marriage who lived 

with him and Debra for a while. 

   Edwin and Dorothy have many fond memories 

of their long life together...and no regrets. They 

have been married 67 years. How many couples 

can boast of that?  

   I have to say that I thoroughly enjoyed talking 

with them; and left knowing so much more about 

them and their lives, and having my own life en-

riched. The moral of this story is: we need to take 

the time to get to know the people around us, so 

we can learn about the rich and varied characteris-

tics of their personalities and the events that helped 

shape them. We can learn so much from them, 

which we can then integrate into our own attitudes 

and perceptions. Thank you, Edwin and Dorothy 

for taking the time to tell me about your life ex-

periences and letting others know about them also. 

EDWIN FRANSEN 
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Things are coming together for the Westby Gun 

Club and all are in high hopes by summer’s end 

the range will be up and running. 

On June 4th a group of volunteers worked dili-

gently at the home of Westby Gun Club and made 

significant progress on the exterior of the club-

house.  The patio on the north side of the club-

house is complete.  The wiring from the REA pole 

to the building is also in. The interior of the club-

house will be sheet rocked and insulated as funds 

become available to purchase the materials.  The 

traphouse, which houses the trap thrower, will be 

next on the list of buildings completed also as 

funds are available for the remainder of the materi-

als. 

A culvert was installed in the access road to deal 

with the rising water on the north side of the road.  

This has alleviated the water problem and greatly 

improved the condition of the road.   

A total of $3100.00 is needed to purchase the re-

mainder of the materials needed to complete the 

project.  With the help of Hi-Line sports, The 

Westby Gun Club is sponsoring a raffle for a 

Thompson Center Venture, Bolt Action 22-250.  

Tickets will go on sale July 9th during Prairie Fest 

and will continue until the drawing October 8th, 

2011.  Tickets are $10.00 for one or three for 

$25.00.  Following Prairie Fest, tickets will be 

available from gun club members or at local busi-

nesses.      

WESTBY GUN CLUB MAKES PROGRESS 

As we approach our Independence Day holiday 

our community and all can be very proud of one of 

their own and his dedication to our country. 

Chief Warrant Officer Two (CW2) Lee M. Nelson 

was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with 2nd Oak 

Leaf Cluster for combat operations in Iraq during 

Operation Iraqi Freedom VII.  CW2 Nelson’s ac-

tions led to the capture of several insurgents to in-

clude two high level operatives.  This was CW2 

Nelson’s fifth combat tour in Iraq while assigned 

to 10th Special Forces Group (Airborne) at Fort 

Carson, Colorado.  CW2 Nelson was also awarded 

the Joint Service Achievement Medal and the Val-

orous Unit Citation upon return from his fourth 

combat four in Iraq.  Since his return from Iraq, 

CW2 Nelson was also awarded the Australian Air-

borne Wings during a joint airborne operation. 

CW2 Nelson currently resides in Colorado Springs 

with his wife Mary, and three children, William, 

Justin, and Keeley.  He is the son of Marvin Nel-

son of Westby and Cecilia Raaum currently of 

Scobey. 

NELSON EARNS THIRD BRONZE STAR 
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The Sherman Ekness Family gathered at Fair-
mont Hot Springs for a reunion the week of 
June 23, 2011. Those attending were: 
 
 Sherman's oldest son Paul and wife Heather 
 Jim and wife Maxine 
 Steve and wife Suzi and their children, Jesse 
and Genny and Grandson Remington, Natalia 
and her friend Shea and Thayne  
Wes and his wife Cathy and their children, 
Adam and Granddaughter Aryanna, Amanda, 
and Amber, as well as Amber’s friend Jordan  
Dave and his wife Heather and their children 
Faith and Grace and also, Sherm's friend 
Lynn.  

 A great time was had by all by partici-
pating in such activities as: swimming and 
soaking in the hot tub, golfing, mini golfing, 
horseshoes, fishing and trips to Phillipsburg 
and Anaconda. After a wonderful meal at the 
Fairmont Hotel restaurant Paul presented a 
slide show of days past, including pictures of 
a cruise to Norway that Sherm and Lynn had 
just recently taken.  
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PRAIRIE FEST SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
SATURDAY, JULY 9th, 2011 

7:00—10:00 am 

 

 

8:00-----1:00 

 

8:00—6:00 

 

 

11:00—2:00 

 

1:00—3:00 

 

2:00—4:00 

 

3:00—5:00 

 

5:00 

 

6:00 

~Lion’s Breakfast~  

   

 

~LYO Rummage & Bake Sale~  

 

~Silent Auction~  

(Centennial Fundraiser) 

 

~Lunch Served~  

  

~Lion’s Bingo~ 

  

~Kids Carnival~  

 

~Hellegard Trio~ 

  

~BBQ~  

 

~Cowpie Bingo~ 

~Calfpie Bingo~ 

 

~ $1,000.00 Centennial 

Raffle Drawing~  

Community Center 

 

 

West Firehall 

 

 

 

Prairie Kitchen 

 

 

Prairie Kitchen 

 

Under the Big Tent 

 

East Firehall 

 

Community Center 

 

Main Street 

 

 

Visitor Center Area 
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