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We Serve Extra Lean  

Ground Beef 

Nite Specials  

DINING ROOM ONLY 

Chicken to go (potatoes included) 2 pc – Barrel 200 pc 

MONDAY – Chicken Strip Dinner w/ coleslaw & fries 

TUESDAY – TACO TUESDAY - $1.00 Tacos 

WEDNESDAY – Shrimp in a Basket w/ coleslaw & fries 

THURSDAY – 8 oz. Sirloin 
FRIDAY – Chicken Fried Steak w/ fries, toast & salad 

SATURDAY – Hamburger Steak w/ baked potato, toast & choice of salad 

Randy & Bonnie Matzke Owners 
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Chocolate & Vanilla Soft Serve 

 Westby High School was home to this year's Dis-

trict 13 Honor Band and Choir Festival held on 

November 15th and 16th.  A culmination of the 

festival was held on the evening of the 16th when 

138 students joined in concert in the school gym-

nasium.  This was Westby's first shot at hosting the 

event. Jill Garman, director of music at WHS, has 

been working for several months to secure the fes-

tival.  Garman had this to say about the key ele-

ments necessary to host the annual event,  "It was 

essential to have the support of the school board 

and the administration before agreeing to hold the 

Honor band and choir in Westby.  When - 

approached, Chairman of the Board Brenda Ryals 

did everything she could to make it happen.  One 

area she was quick to cover was finding help to 

prepare 3 meals for 165 additional people.  Super-

intendent Holecek was supportive from the get go 

and did everything possible to guarantee the suc-

cess of the event.  In addition, Westby is very for-

tunate to have the full gamut of percussion equip-

ment necessary for the big band sound." 

   Eight schools from District 12 participated in the 

festival.  The idea behind honor band and choir is 

to bring the best and brightest in the 

field together to not only expand their knowledge, 

but to experience the sound of a full band and 

choir with all parts filled.  Something most stu-

dents from rural schools have never witnessed.  On 

top of this, the students gain exposure for scholar-

ship possibilities.  Ms. Garman was happy to se-

cure conductors from Dickinson State University 

to work with the students.  Mr Bruce Southlard, 

currently the Director of Choral and Vocal activi-

ties there, has more than 20 years of experience 

working with choirs of all ages in California, Ken-

tucky, Montana, North 

Dakota, and Minnesota.  He was delighted with the 

challenge of bringing the students together in har-

mony in such a short period of time.  Dr. Southard 

regularly serves as a clinician and adjudicator in 

schools throughout the North Central and North-

west regions. 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Your local source for:  

Bulk Fuel, Gas & Oil 
Fertilizer, Chemicals, Feed & Salt 

Custom Spraying & Fertilizing 
Vet Supplies 

 

Phone: 406-385-2472 
 

Terminal Phone: 406-385-2630 
 

Danny Moore 
Westby Manager 
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Michael Compton is Director of Bands at DSU and 

he, too, was delighted with the opportunity and up 

for the challenge of bringing these young people's 

talent together in such a short period of time.  

Compton founded the Prairie Winds Concert Band 

in Western Kansas and he too, currently appears as 

both a cinician and an adjudicator throughout the 

Midwest since 1995. 

  

The Honor Band and Choir performed to a full 

house on the evening of November 16th.  Eight 

Westby students participated in band and six in the 

honor choir for this year's performance.  

 

Pictures of the 2010 Honor Band and Honor 

Choir can be see on page 4. 

Honor Band & Choir 
(continued) 

ALL CONFERENCE HONORS 
 

Congratulations to WHS senior Terrance 

Bjorgen for receiving All Conference Hon-

ors in football – 2nd Team-Offensive Line-

man for the 2010 Plentywood Wildcat 

football season.  Terrance is the son of Kurt 

Bjorgen and Miriam Melby. 

THANK YOU  
   The Westby Lion's Club would like to thank the 

community for their support of our annual craft & 

bake sale. We would especially like to thank the 

vendors for the great variety of goods for sale.  

   We also had a great variety of baked goods both 

for lunch and for the bake sale, thanks to the com-

munity for pitching in, in that department.  

    The Lion's Club struggles along with only 7 

members and without your (community) support, 

we would not be here.  

Thanks again, 

Kim Rust and the Westby Lion's Club 



Local technician and service  

for Direct TV available  

Call Jack Gibbs  

406-385-7295  

Westby, Montana 
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THANK YOU 
Mrs. Jill Garman and the Westby School would 

like to thank the following people and organiza-

tions for their part in hosting a very successful 

2010 Honor Band & Choir Festival:  

  

  

 Mr. Holecek and the Westby School Board 

                 

Mike Gebhardt & Cindy Lagerquist, janitors 

 

Dr. Bruce Southard and Mr. Michael Compton, 

Directors 

 

Sara Whipple and Sarah Hagenston  

(Director‘s assistants) 

 

Mrs. Noni Gibbs, piano accompaniment 

 

Chris Westgard 

 

Westby Centennial Committee 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

 

Westby Community Center 

 

District 13 music teachers 

 

Also, congratulations to the Honor Band & Choir 

for a great concert. 
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2010 Honor Choir 

2010 Honor Band 
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212 Main Street 

Westby, MT 

385. 2349 

1/2 Grain Fed Beef 
$2.09/lb. 

Cut & Wrapped 

Check out our Extra Lean Hamburger 

On sale all the time! 

Pork Whole or Half 
$1.39/lb. 

Cut & Wrapped 

All kinds of curing! 

In town butchering available. 

 

―Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists 

know her as HeLa.  She was a poor Southern to-

bacco farmer who worked the same land as her 

slave ancestors, yet her cells - taken without her 

knowledge - became one of the most important 

tools in medicine.  The first ―immortal‖ human 

cells grown in culture, they are still alive today, 

though Henrietta has been dead for more then sixty 

years.  If you could pile all the HeLa cells ever 

grown onto a scale, they would weigh more than 

50 million metric tons - as much as a hundred Em-

pire State Buildings.  HeLa cells were vital for de-

veloping the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of 

cancer, viruses, and the atom bomb‗s effects; 

helped lead to important advances like in vitro fer-

tilization, cloning, and gene mapping;  and have 

been bought and sold by the billions. 

 

Yet Henrietta Lacks remains virtually unknown, 

buried in an unmarked grave. 

 

Now Rebecca Skloot takes us on an extraordinary 

journey, from the ―colored‖ ward of John Hopkins 

Hospital in the 1950‘s to stark white laboratories 

with freezers full of HeLa cells, from Henrietta‘s 

small, dying hometown of Clover, Virginia - a 

land of wooden slave quarters, faith healings, and 

voodoo - to East Baltimore today, where her chil-

dren and grandchildren live and struggle with the 

legacy of her cells. 

Henrietta‘s family did not learn of her 

―immortality‖ until more than twenty years after 

her death, when scientists investigating HeLa be-

gan using her husband and children in research 

without informed consent.  And though the cells 

launched a multimillion-dollar industry that sells 

human biological materials, her family never saw 

any of the profits.  The story of the Lacks family - 

past and present - is inextricably connected to the 

dark history of experimentation on African Ameri-

cans, the birth of bioethics, and the legal battles 

over whether we control the stuff we are made of.‖ 

 

This is non-fiction at its best - a truly engrossing 

account.  We can‘t recommend this highly enough. 

By: Arlene Hove 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 

Author:  Rebecca Skloot 

Hostess:  Diann Kaul 
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P.O. Box 227 

6408 Highway 16 South 

Medicine Lake, MT 59247 

Phone: 406-789-2231 

Fax:     406-789-2234 

WESTBY AMERICAN LEGION 

AUXILIARY 
     The American Legion Auxiliary held their 

meeting on November 8th beginning at 10:15 at the 

Community Center.  Christine Schmidt conducted 

the meeting and Chaplain Irene Stageberg led de-

votions.  We followed this with a silent prayer for 

our fallen soldiers and peace in our world. 

     Those in attendance remembered their country 

by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  We sang 

―The National Anthem‖ and repeated the Auxiliary 

Preamble. 

     Adeline Lagerquist called roll with 5 members 

present.  Treasurer Ethel Harshbarger gave her re-

port.  Both were approved and placed on file. 

Christine brought a box of toiletries for the Miles 

City VA.  Included were soap, small bottles of lo-

tion and pulltabs. 

The fall meeting of the Legion & Auxiliary was 

held in Brockton, Montana.  A letter was read 

from District President Geraldine Pennell of Cul-

bertson.  She reported, beginning in the 2011-2012 

term, dues will be $20.00 

Poppies have been ordered. 

Christine read a letter from Sandy Runkel inform-

ing us there are 4 issues of the Legionaire/Service 

Star left until June.  She also wanted to remind us 

membership dues are now due.  Please get your 

money to Ethel Harshbarger. 

In other correspondence, Bernadette Vick pre-

sented different ideas to use in the unit. 

In observance of Veteran‘s Day on November 11th, 

Adeline and Christine Barstad will provide good-

ies and treats for the coffee to be served from 8:30-

11:00 at the Prairie Kitchen. 

The Auxiliary will once again provide apples for 

the school personnel this month. 

We are very proud to announce Irene Stageberg 

and Audrey Anderson both have 60 years in the 

Westby unit of the American Legion Auxiliary.  

Congratulations to both of them. 

    A reminder: Pop tabs are being collected for the 

Ronald Mc Donald House.  They may be dropped 

at the Westby Community Center. 

The meeting closed with the auxiliary song fol-

lowed by giving the ―peace prayer‖ and ended 

with singing ―America‖.  Christine Barstad served 

lunch.  The next meeting will be held on April 4, 

2011 with Doris Gunderson as hostess. 

 Secretary, Adeline Lagerquist     
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MYLAR & LATEX 

BALLOONS MAKE GREAT GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS.  THEY  

ALSO MAKE DECORATING FOR ANY CELEBRATION EASY!   
I HAVE BALLOONS FOR EVERY OCCASION AND IF I DON‘T HAVE 

WHAT YOU WANT, I WILL GET IT!  

CALL ROBIN @ 385-2569 
OR 

385-7569 
IF NO ANSWER, LEAVE A MESSAGE AND I WILL GET BACK TO YOU! 

FOOTBALL 

HOLIDAY 

THINKING OF 

YOU 

GET 

BIRTHDAY 

GOOD LUCK BASKETBALL 

BABY 

GRADUATION 

OVER THE HILL 

ANNIVERSARY 

MOTHERS DAY 

FATHERS DAY 

WESTBY & GRENORA 

SCHOOL COLORS 



Westby Border News  

Page 10 

Ron and Ruth Moericke residence. 

They call him ‖Sidewalk Johnson‖ and sometimes 

even ―Sidewalk Nazi‖, but Terry Johnson has not a 

problem with either.  Making citywide improve-

ments by installing sidewalks in Mitchell, South 

Dakota is a job he takes quite seriously. 

Terry Johnson, deputy director of public works in 

Mitchell, is a 1986 graduate of WHS and holds a 

degree in civil engineering from NDSU S in Wah-

peton.    Johnson, who has been working for the 

city for the past four years, said, ―When I was 

hired my No. 1 job was to start the sidewalk pro-

gram up again and that‘s what I am doing.‖     

The goal is to provide safe walkways for seniors, 

children, the handicapped and anyone who walks 

around Mitchell.  This past week, Terry was in Pi-

erre, South Dakota, speaking to their city fathers 

on this very subject- the importance of improving 

and maintaining the city wide walkways.  His mes-

sage: Not only is it a safety issue, but the city li-

ability can also become a huge issue. 

“SIDEWALK JOHNSON’ TAKES JOB SERIOUSLY 

It‘s a worthy goal, Johnson said, and one he‘s 

committed to reaching—no matter what he‘s 

called while doing so. 

Terry has lived in Mitchell since 1994 and he and 

his wife, Margie, have a ten-year-old son, Garret.   
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Regular Meeting 
November 8, 2010 

7:00 P.M. 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

of Westby School District #3 was held on No-
vember 8, 2010.  Brenda Ryals, Vance Meyer, 
Marty Westgard, Jim Sundsted, Aldon Joyes, 

Mr. Holecek, Mr. Somppi and Arlene Hove 
were in attendance.  Chairman Ryals called 

the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m.  
 
The Chairman recognized the visitor, Suzi Ek-

ness. 
  
The tentative agenda was reviewed followed 

by a motion by Westgard to approve, sec-
onded by Sundsted, AIF.   
 

Arlene read the minutes of the October 11, 
2010 meeting. Following no corrections and 
the addition of one word, these minutes were 

approved and placed on file.   
 
The Board reviewed the Clerk’s September 

financial report.   
 
Public Comment:  None 

 
Committee Reports:  Buildings & Grounds: 

Meyer gave a report on available lots around 
town and he will report at the December 
meeting on what is actually for sale, prices, 

etc.  Mr. Holecek reported the following: Ebel 
Integrators need four days to finish the secu-
rity camera system (19 of the 21 cameras are 

up and functional); the mag-lock will be in-
stalled, up and running by Thursday; Mon-
Dak is not fully completed on the HVAC pro-

ject, but near completion.   

Mon-Dak’s quote for a cooling unit for the 
server room is $10,350 and Mr. Holecek ex-

plained that contingency funds will cover that 
amount.  Additionally, Mon-Dak will install 
lock-down units on all thermostats.  Also, the 

Adult Ed weight room is up and running with 
good usage but the mirrors have yet to be 
installed. 

 
Unfinished Business:  

A. The following revisions of existing policies 
were given a second reading:   

-2170 – Meyer moved to adopt 

as revised, Sundsted seconded, AIF 
-2170P – Mr. Holecek recom-

mended to table acceptance at this 

time 
-BP8421 – Westgard moved to 

adopt as revised, Sundsted seconded, 

AIF 
B.  Tracy Haugeness of Harlow’s Bus Sales 
was present to discuss an activity bus and 

brought a bus for the Board’s inspection.  Sue 
Meyer was also present during this time.  Ms. 
Haugeness explained the different features, 

add-ons and customization available. 
C.  Mr. Holecek presented utility pickup 
quotes from several auto dealerships.  Follow-

ing discussion, Sundsted moved to purchase a 
2011 GMC Sierra ½ ton extended cab pickup 

from High Plains Motors in Wolf Point, the low 
bidder at $28,032.00, Meyer seconded this 
motion for purchase, AIF. 

 
New Business:  

(Continued on page 12) 
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Tradition-unwritten practice passed on through 

generations.   

Unbeknown to us, Mom and I have started a tradi-

tion, albeit young, I believe it is well on its way to 

becoming a practice.   A practice that needs prac-

tice, perhaps, but a practice! 

The last three years we have spent one day the 

week before Thanksgiving making lefse.  My 

Grandma always made lefse for the holidays and 

there was, I believe, a year or two along the way, 

Mom and I helped.  Not many though.  Not nearly 

enough to know anything about what we are doing!   

 Lefse is a staple in many homes this time of year (I 

wouldn‘t go so far as to say the same thing about 

lutefisk, though).  Making it may not be a Thanks-

giving tradition, but serving it with the turkey and 

dressings definitely is.  I have no idea why, but 

Mom and I decided we needed to carry on the 

‗making‘ part to go along with the eating part, but 

we have. 

Each year has been a learning process and even if 

we live to be as old as Grandma, who turned 93 on 

Sunday, and are still able to roll and fry, we will 

never have it mastered to her level. 

The first year we made them it was a lot of-How 

hot should the grill be? How thin should I roll 

them?  Is this enough flour? Why does this rolling 

pin have a pattern on it? Why is the grill turning 

black?  

We did have Grandma‘s towel covered board she 

used to roll out the lefse which made us feel like 

she had a little hand in the process.  For the first 

time they weren‘t too bad, but what a mess we had-

flour everywhere.   

All over the small appliances, in the burners on the 

stove, all over the sinks, you name it!  Lesson #1- 

Keep mess away from cupboard area.  It is hard 

enough to clean up the way it is!   

Last year‘s attempt didn‘t fair quite as well.  It is 

still very vivid in my mind.  The part that sticks 

out the most is the little balls of potatoes sitting in 

water when we pulled them out of the refrigerator 

to start rolling them.  I was quite sure that wasn‘t 

the rule of thumb.  It is surprising how much addi-

tional flour one needs just to keep your hands from 

sticking let alone the rolling pin.  Several hours 

and another 10 pounds of flour later we had a little 

fruit for our labor.  (If I hadn‘t thrown one in the 

garbage for every one I rolled, we would still have 

been frying a week later when the big bird was 

served.)   Lesson #2- Do not, I repeat, do not put 

the flour in while the potatoes are still warm! 

Fast forward to 2010; Saturday was ―D‖ day.  We 

are all pumped about the prospect of eating fresh, 

hot off the grill lefse.  I arrive at Mom‘s up for the 

challenge.  I peeked in the fridge.   The potato 

balls were not taking a bath.  Things were looking 

up.  We set up Grandma‘s board on the kitchen 

table and the grill on the island to keep the mess 

off of the stove and at a minimum.   I put on my 

shower cap to hold my hair back and began to roll 

the first ball.  It didn‘t go too bad.  We finally get 

the grill regulated and just when you think things 

are going quite smoothly the dough starts to stick 

on the center of the towel.  Pretty soon the lefse 

are each sporting a hole.  I put more flour on the 

board, but now they are sticking to the rolling pin.  

Soon the lefse have several holes.  Marlowe came 

in for a sample and I cracked up when he said, 

―We may have to spray the butter on this one be-

cause if we try to spread it there will be more on 

the table then the lefse.‖ 

Several hours later, as we started to wrap things 

up, Danny and Marlowe both took one look at us, 

me with my shower cap and flour up to my elbows 

and Mom‘s with her hair standing straight up and 

her face beat red from standing over the grill and 

said, ―They are really good, but I don‘t think Gran-

rud‘s have to worry about any competition just yet.   
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At the rate you‘re going, pumping out a couple 

packages an hour, we may have just enough for 

Thanksgiving, but Christmas, not so much……‖ 

Lesson # 3 Granrud‘s are good, but tradition is 

priceless!   

Despite our problems with the lefse recipe, this is a 

very good one.   

LEFSE 
10 pounds potatoes 

Peel, boil with salt until done.  Rice and add 

1 cup butter 

1 cup cream 

-cool completely- 

For every 6 cups of mashed potatoes add 2 cups 

flour 

Make into balls on cookie sheet.  Refrigerate and 

remove a few at a time to roll and fry. 

Makes 72-80 rounds 

MOIST BREAD STUFFING 
1 cup butter 

2 cups diced celery 

1 cup minced onion 

¼ cup parsley 

2 ¼ tsp salt 

1 tsp poultry seasoning 

1 tsp sage 

½ tsp pepper 

16 cups bread cubes 

3 eggs, beaten 

1 can chicken and rice soup 

In large skillet, melt butter and saute onions and 

celery until soft, but not brown.  Add 1 can of wa-

ter to rice soup and pour over other ingredients.  

Mix well.  Enough for 16 pound turkey. 

This recipe of Sandy‘s happened into our Thanks-

giving dinner tradition quite by accident.  It is al-

ways a family favorite.  

PEANUT CRUNCH SALAD 
4 shredded cabbage 

1 cup finely cut celery 

½ cup sour cream 

½ cup mayonnaise 

1 tsp salt 

¼ cup chopped green onion 

¼ cup chopped green pepper 

½ cup chopped cucumber 

1 tbsp butter 

½ cup salted peanuts, coarsely chopped 

2 tbl parmesan cheese 

In large bowl, toss cabbage with celery.  Chill.  

Mix sour cream, mayonnaise, salt, onion, green 

pepper& cucumber; chill.  Just before serving, 

melt butter in small skillet, add peanuts and cook 

until lightly browned.  Stir in cheese (watch care-

fully, it burns easily). Remove from heat.  Toss 

dressing with cabbage and sprinkle with peanuts.  

Serve immediately. 

As we begin the seasons marked with family, food, 

tradition and memories may we take the time to be 

thankful for each; and enjoy the moment that will 

be here for that pleasure only, but once. 

May you ENJOY! 

For 

Life is Good! 

A part of our Thanksgiving dinner is this wonder-

ful stuffing recipe, an old one of Si Petersen‘s. 
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A.  Mr. Holecek and Mrs. Hove presented 
quotes and information from Valuations 

Northwest of Boise regarding appraisal of all 
school owned property.   It was decided to 
table this matter pending more information 

from our new auditor. 
B. Mr. Holecek informed the Board of the 
MHSA’s recommendation regarding a fifth 

classification.  
C.  A quote for a Maxi Rooter drain cleaner 

was reviewed.  In the past this service was 
outsourced because of lack of proper equip-
ment.  Sundsted moved to approve the 

$2,307.41 purchase from Ferguson Enter-
prises, Westgard 2nd, AIF.  
 

Announcements/Discussion 
A. Superintendent’s Report:  Mr. Holecek up-
dated the Board on the work on the rental 

houses, the gas and oil meeting with OPI, the 
phone system add-on, the Adult Ed Workout 
Room and also discussed future projects. 

B.  Non-tenured certified evaluations are 
nearly complete 
C.  The employee Christmas party/gift was 

discussed and plans were made. 
 
Meyer moved to approve payment of Novem-

ber payroll warrants #10654-10664 totaling 
$102,576.18, and November claims warrants 

#15970-16015 totaling $38,845.54.  Joyes 
seconded the motion for payment approval, 
AIF. 

 
 

The October Extracurricular Financial Report 
was reviewed followed by a motion by Sund-

sted to approve; Joyes seconded the motion, 
AIF. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:49 p.m. 
   

Arlene Hove, District Clerk  

Brenda Ryals, Chairman 
 

THESE MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL AND 
SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL.  

School Board Meeting Minutes 

(Continued) 

 
 

Calling all creative  
people! 

 

Now is the time to enter the 
2013 Westby Centennial  

Logo Contest! 
 

Mail your entries to: 
Vance Meyer 
PO Box 55 

Westby, Montana 59275 
 

CONTEST DEADLINE: 
January 1, 2011 

 

$100.00 First Prize 



Our new centennial column will keep you  

informed of the plans, progress, and updates for 

the reunion, as well as bring you interesting  

stories, past and present, and tidbits of Westby's 

history.  Anyone wishing to share pictures,  

stories, or pieces of the puzzle may contact the 

Border News.  Cathy Nordhagen will be our new 

correspondent for the history portion of this  

column and she may be reached at 

rcnjunk@nemont.net or 385-2364. 
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JOHN PETER WEILER 
  

John Peter Weiler, born March 14, 1858 in Du-

buque, IA., was the second child born to Peter 

and Margureta Weiler, who emigrated from 

Luxembourg. Their first child was born and 

died at sea on their voyage to America in 1855. 

They eventually settled in St. Nicholas, MN. 

When John was four years old his father, now 

a naturalized citizen, was drafted in the Civil 

War. He later told his children, then grandchil-

dren, that when the sheriff came to give notice 

to his father, that was the first time he ever saw 

a horse. He also told harrowing stories about 

the murderous Indian raids, which caused his 

family to leave their farm. His father died 

when he was only twelve years old; two years 

later his mother remarried. 

In 1880, at the age of 22, John married Theresa 

Rengel and had three children by her: John Jr., 

born in 1881, Phillip born in 1882, and Jacob, 

who died along with Theresa in childbirth, in 

1883.  He married Catherine Cordy in 1886, 

who bore him eleven more children: Matthias, 

born in 1887; Mary, born in 1888, but only 

lived a few months; Margaretta (Maggie), born 

in 1889; Susanna (Irene), born in 1891; Jacob 

(Jack/Jake), born in 1892; Maria Eva (Marian), 

born in 1894; Maria Teresa (Trace), born in 

1895; Suzanna, born in 1896, but died almost 

eight months later; Marie Katy (Mollie), born 

in 1898; Elizabeth (Lizzie), born in 1900; 

George Phillip, born in 1901; Anton (Tony), 

born in 1903; Tillie, born in 1905; and, Ger-

tude, born in 1907, but succumbed to black 

diptheria as an infant. The two oldest sons 

stayed in Minnesota, when John decided to 

move his family west to Bowbells, North Da-

kota in 1903 to rent a little farm. Can you 

imagine how difficult it must have been to 

travel by horse and wagon with nine children, 

ranging in age from  sixteen to two?!?  On top 

of that, en route, Tony was born. Their journey 

took most of the Summer to reach their new 

home. Unfortunately, in 1907, the black diph-

theria epidemic took 20 year old Mathias and 

infant Gertie. This illness was so contagious 

that they were isolated in a second story room 

and when they died, their bodies were lowered 

from the window to the ground and everything 

in their room was burned. Their bodies had to 

be cremated in a field even. Needless to say, 

Bowbells was no longer their loving home and 

they were anxious to get away from the dis-

ease, death, and destruction they experienced 

there. 
 
 

Continues on next page. 
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 In 1908, John decided to make a trip to Mon-

tana, now a State, to find a piece of land he 

could homestead on and build a home for his 

family and  farm. About five miles south of the 

present town of Westby, Montana, he spotted 

and fell in love with Goose Lake, because it 

reminded him of Minnesota. So he decided to 

stake a claim to 320 acres on the East side of 

the lake. The next spring, John once again 

packed up his family and they boarded a train 

for Ambrose, North Dakota.  Since the tracks 

ended there, they had to travel by horse-drawn 

wagon another forty miles to their final desti-

nation. He constructed a tar-paper covered 

house that the two older girls stayed in, while 

the rest of  the family returned to Bowbells that 

first Winter. Keep in mind, the town of Westby 

had not yet been moved into Montana and 

there were few people in the area. 

Upon their return in the spring with supplies and 

building materials, John built a more permanent 

home for his family to live in and began to break 

up the ground for crops.  Eldest daughter, 

Maggie, was old enough to homestead  so she 

and her husband, Arthur (Mac) McCallister, filed 

a claim to another 320 acre plot nearby. Their 

early years homesteading were at times very dif-

ficult, having to deal with severe cold, wind, 

heat, drought, grasshoppers, prairie fires, bliz-

zards, and hail, which of course, impacted crop 

production. However, this was their land and 

they knew there would be better years with good 

crops to offset the bad, so they continued on and 

made the best of what they felt God had given 

them and they had worked so hard to obtain and 

built up. In addition to farming, John worked as 

a veterinarian, and cut and delivered  ice from 

Goose Lake; Catherine sold eggs. The children 

attended school only a few years as there were 

few schools to attend and they were needed at 

home with the farming.  By 1927, John and his 

wife moved into the town of Westby, and son, 

George, took over the farming operations at the 

age of twenty six. Catherine died in 1929, and in 

1944, John's daughter, Lizzie, and her husband, 

John Jensen, moved in and took care of him until 

his death in 1954 at the age of 96. At the time, he 

was the oldest person in Sheridan County. John's 

grandchildren loved to be with their Grandpa; 

George's youngest daughter, Marian, remembers 

going over to Liz's after school and playing cards 

with him. When she left, he would give her a 

nickel to buy an ice cream cone. Jim remembers 

his Dad, George, telling the story of when he 

purchased the first car in the Weiler family and 

John wanted to learn to drive it. No sooner had 

he gotten behind the wheel of the car, then he 

promptly drove it into a ditch. George pulled him 

out, then he drove into the opposite ditch. He got 

out of the car and never drove again. 
 

This family history will continue in the next  

issue with the surviving Weiler children. 



Everyone is welcome and  

encouraged to attend the   

  

2013 CENTENNIAL  

MEETING  
 

NOVEMBER 29TH, 2010  

7:00 PM  

WESTBY COMMUNITY  

CENTER    
 

On the agenda: Committees will be further defined.  

Web site and facebook.     

 

This meeting was originally scheduled for November 

15th.   Due to the Honor Band and Choir being 

hosted at the school during this date, the meeting was 

rescheduled for the 29th.  
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