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WESTBY’S NEWEST RESIDENTS 
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The Westby Border News 

We Serve Extra Lean  

Ground Beef 

Nite Specials  

DINING ROOM ONLY 

Chocolate & Vanilla Soft Serve 

 

 

 

Chicken to go (potatoes included)  

2 pc – Barrel 20 pc 

MONDAY – Chicken Strip Dinner w/ coleslaw & fries 
TUESDAY – Waffle Special 

WEDNESDAY – Halibut, Shrimp or Walleye w/ baked potato, toast, choice of salad 

THURSDAY – 2 pc Chicken or Pork Chop Dinner w/ baked potato, toast & salad 

FRIDAY – Chicken Fried Steak w/ fries, toast & salad 
SATURDAY – Hamburger Steak w/ baked potato, toast & choice of salad 

Randy & Bonnie Matzke Owners 

Pictured above: Jaime holding Crissy, Doug, Carrie holding Kadie, and Devon with Jasper.  

In the background is one of Carrie's prized taxidermy projects. 

Editors note:  This summer our community has been 

fortunate enough to gain a few new families.  This 

article, the first in a series on newcomers, stems from 

an interview with the newest of them. 

     Sometimes when you meet someone, you instantly 

take a liking to them and know it’s a good fit.  This is 

certainly the feeling I had when I left the Gibson’s.    

    Let me introduce Westby’s newest residents, Doug 

and Carrie Gibson and their children, Devon and 

Jaime.  Doug and Carrie, who originally hail from 

Billings, have spent the last seven years in Missoula.   

Doug, who works for the Department of Transporta-

tion, filled the last of six new positions opened by 

the state when the state of Montana received a fed-

eral grant.  The family could choose anywhere 

above highway 2 within a thirty mile radius of 

Plentywood to live.   

 

                                            (Continued on Page 3) 
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HELP WANTED: Westby School District # 3 is 

accepting applications for Jamboree (Grade 3-6 Boys’ 

and Girls’) Basketball Coach for school year 2008-09. 

Season begins 2nd week of October and ends 3rd week 

of November.  Please contact Wayne Koterba at the 

Westby School, Box 109, Westby, MT 59275 or call 

406.385.2258 for details. 

 

HELP WANTED: Westby School District # 3 is 

accepting applications for Head Junior High Girls’ Bas-

ketball Coach for school year 2008-09. Season begins 

2nd week of October and ends 2nd week of December.  

Please contact Wayne Koterba at the Westby School, 

Box 109, Westby, MT 59275 or call 406.385.2258 for 

details. 

 

HELP WANTED: Westby School District # 3 is ac-

cepting applications for Assistant Junior High Girls’ 

Basketball Coach for school year 2008-09. Season be-

gins 2nd week of October and ends 2nd week of Decem-

ber.  Please contact Wayne Koterba at the Westby 

School, Box 109, Westby, MT 59275 or call 

406.385.2258 for details. 

THANK YOU 

We would like to thank the Westby Volunteer 
Fire Department . Kelly Olson, Josh Johnson, 
and Jr. Pedersen for their quick response to our 
hayfield fire.  We are so lucky to have a crew 
like you that is willing to help. We thank you 

very much.         

    Dick and Doreen Johnson  

THANK YOU 
    Thanks to Pastors Smithson and Holt for the ser-

vice and kind words for Ella Quam.  We would also 

like to thank the Westby Assembly of God Church 

women for the good lunch following the funeral. 

    Ella was a good person who cared about our town 

and people.  She would say to people that she lived 

so long because she laughed a lot. 

    Think of Ella and laugh to stay young!  Our 

thanks to all that remembered Ella in a kind way 

with memorials and donations.  

Thank You to all,  

Earl & Elaine Strand & family  

Terry & Kolby Ruggles 

 

 

 

The September  

meeting of the 

Westby School 

Board has been 

postponed to  

September 22, 2008. 

http://www.geocities.com/westbybordernews/index.html
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Because the family really needs a little bigger place to live, 
the first of October they will be moving into Albert & Barbara 

Nickola’s home while they continue to make their home in 

Billings.  

     Carrie Gibson is a multi-talented woman.  In fact, in our 
discussion I found there was nothing she can’t do and only 

one thing she doesn’t like to do (and that would be plumb-

ing!).   With a bachelor’s degree in communications and mul-
timedia, an associate degree in drafting and design combined 

with time spent in beauty school (which she had to quit be-

cause of an accident), hands on experience in firefighting, 
sewing, taxidermy, painting and cake decorating coupled with 

the many other tasks she has taken on just for the challenge of 

them, well, like I said, there is nothing the woman can’t do or 

at least won’t try to do.  Carrie loves to learn and obviously 
loves life and although she had a taxidermy business, the 

Howlin Moon, in Missoula, she is content to be working part 

time at both the Prairie Kitchen and Al’s Meats.  She will take 
orders for decorated cakes (Word spreads fast in Small Town, 

America.  She received her first order for a cake her first day 

in town and has another on order for the end of the month) 
and plans to get back into the taxidermy business as soon as 

they have space to allow it.  The many examples  of Carrie’s 

taxidermy work that adorn the Gibson’s home brings to mind 

the families love of hunting, fishing and boating and they 
can’t wait for pheasant season to open, especially their son, 

Devon.  

     As they say, “the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree”, and 
that certainly holds true in the case of the Gibson children.  

Doug and Carrie’s son, Devon, who is a seventh grader at 

Westby School loves everything outdoors and is already in-

volved in football.  Of course his talents are not limited to the 
outdoors, he also shared with me a beautiful water color 

painting he entered in the Billings fair this year on which he 

won a blue ribbon in his category and third place in overall 
show.  It was amazing!  Their daughter, Jaime, is a sixth 

grader and has won awards for her ability in taxidermy and 

the finished product of her raccoon peeking out of a tree trunk 
on display in the front room was simply amazing, too.  She 

also is a painter.  Although there is quite a distinction in 

school size, Devon and Jamie both seemed to have adjusted 

and really like school here.  
     Doug, who holds an accounting degree, says his job will 

contain a lot of windshield time as he covers an area from as 

far west as Glasgow and Wolf Point, south to Sidney and east 
to the North Dakota line, but he too is happy with their deci-

sion to make Westby home, the friendliness of the people, and 

the prospects the hunting season brings.   

 I’m here to say Westby couldn’t be happier to welcome the 

Gibson’s to the “Little Town with the Big Heart”.  It is a per-

fect fit for everyone!     

When asked how they chose Westby Carrie replied,   
“When we got to town we were overwhelmed with trying to 

find a place to live and had little success or help from or in 

the other communities.  We went down Main Street and this 

guy waved at us as we pulled up in front of the store.  I went 
in to borrow a phone book in hopes it would give me an idea 

about where to turn for housing.  I asked the lady at the store 

for the book and she asked who I was looking for so I ex-
plained my dilemma.  She immediately threw out sugges-

tions and made some phone calls.  The most help we had had 

from anyone, thus far!  We were able to look at a few op-
tions and return to Missoula at least with something to think 

about.  When we returned home we still got calls from ones 

trying to help us find a place to live.”   

     As it turned out, it was Allan who waved at them and 
Kim who helped the Gibson’s out at the store.  Everyone was 

so friendly and helpful, both Doug and Carrie felt they made 

the right decision in making Westby home.  The Gibson fam-
ily arrived in town the last weekend of August and for now, 

they have rented Paul Ekness’ house (formerly Mary 

Merrill’s).   

Pictured above: One of Carrie’s gorgeous confections.  This cake 

stood an impressive 5 feet high. 
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This week’s recipe column will be devoted completely 

to another memorable cook from the past.    

    Appy Meyer was German through and through.  A 

strong woman who proved she could, not only run a 

household, but also a restaurant and bar and do a darn 

good job of it.   As most women from that era she was 

an outstanding cook.  These recipes represent a cross 

section of Appy’s life and heritage.    

     Her German heritage shows through in the first two 

recipes.  I find them both very interesting.  I am famil-

iar with the concept of making sauerkraut although I 

have never tasted it.  I do remember my Mom making 

an attempt at it years ago using an old crock.  From 

what I remember though, it stunk so bad she threw it 

out before we ever got to the tasting part.  I assume, 

now, it was probably fermenting and may have been 

just fine if we could have lived with the odor.  Any-

way, I’m hoping there is still some garden cabbage out 

there so I can take a stab at it, which will also give me 

a chance to try the creamed sauerkraut recipe.  German 

tradition has it served at holiday time as a side with 

turkey and dressing and this tradition has carried down 

though the generations.   

 

SAUERKRAUT 
Slice cabbage thin (a meat slicer works well) and pack 

tightly into quart jars.  Sprinkle 1 teaspoon salt in each 

jar and cover with boiling water.  Use a long knife to 

work water to bottom of jar and add additional water to 

fill.  Seal jars with hot lids.  When kraut begins to 

“work” it may foam out of the top of the jars.  This is 

natural.  Sauerkraut will be ready to use in three 

months.  Appy’s descendants have altered the recipe a 

little adding one tablespoon rather than one teaspoon 

of salt.  Also, some have added additional water if 

more than 1-2 inches of water has worked out.  They 

then put new hot lids on the jars. 

 

CREAMED SAUERKRAUT 
Pour quart jar of sauerkraut in large pan and simmer 

for 15 minutes.  Meanwhile cut up one pound side 

pork and brown, cook until done.  Add flour to drip-

pings to make roux, add water to make thick gravy.  

Add gravy and side pork mixture to sauerkraut and 

simmer another 15 minutes.  Serve with turkey and 

dressing. 

      I received the following recipes from Appy’s 

granddaughter, Beatie, who remembers well, Appy’s 

birthday party menu.  Each year you could expect to 

have this hotdish served with Jell-o and whipped 

cream, and homemade buns followed by this delicious 

sour cream cake.  

 

HAMBURGER POTATO  

HOT DISH 
1 ½ pounds hamburger 

7 cups sliced potatoes 

½ cup chopped onion & celery 

½ milk  

1 T butter 

1 can each of cream of mushroom, celery, and chicken 

soup  

Brown hamburger, celery & onion.  Add salt & pepper, 

onion & garlic powder to taste.  Drain and mix in re-

maining ingredients. Put in greased roaster.  Bake, 

covered, at 350 degrees for 1 hour or until potatoes are 

done.    

 

GRANDMA APPY’S SOUR 

CREAM CAKE 
CAKE 

1 ½ cup sugar 

½ cup butter 

1 cup cream 

2 cups flour, preferably cake flour 

2 ½ t baking powder 

5 stiffly beaten egg whites 

Grease and flour two layer pans or a 9 x 13 cake pan.  

Cream together butter & sugar, blend in cream.  Sift 

flour and baking powder together.  Blend flour a little 

at a time into creamed mixture.  Fold in egg whites.  

Pour into prepared pans.  Bake at 350 degrees 20-30 

minutes or until done.  Cool  
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Dustin and Tara Nordhagen and family  of Helena, 

Mt were recently here visiting friends and relatives 

in the area.  

   On August 21st, Sandy Elm hosted the Senior Citi-

zens at the Westby Community Center.  In progres-

sive whist the winners were:  Arlene Herman first 

and Renetta Westgard second.  The door prize was 

won by Sandy Elm  Guests were Mark Nordhagen, 

Bazil Anderson, Rose Frickson, and Ruth Brown. 

   Karen Meyer hosted the Jolly Twelve Card club on 

August 25th at the Community Center. Arlene Her-

man and Eileen Overgaard tied for first in whist and 

Irene Stageberg took low.  

   The Westby Senior Citizens met on August 28th 

with Anita Bjorgen as hostess.  In whist, Anita 

Bjorgen and Glenny Bervik tied for first place.  The 

door prize was won by Chris Barstad.  Guests were 

Bazil Anderson, Ruth Brown, Faye Moore  and Mark 

Nordhagen.  

   The Wee Bee Quilters met on September 2nd at the 

Community Center.  It was the first meeting of the 

fall.  Fay Johnson and Ann Schmidt gave a lesson on 

a quilt as you go table runner.  It was greatly enjoyed 

by all.  Lunch was served by Lorna Lagerquist.   

SOUR CREAM FILLING 

1 cup sugar 

1 cup sour cream 

5 egg yolks (beaten well) 

1 cup chopped walnuts 

Combine sour cream, sugar, & egg yolks.  Cook over 

med heat until mixture thickens.  Remove from heat 

and add chopped walnuts.  Spread between layers and 

a little on top. 

7 MINUTE FROSTING 

1 cup sugar 

4 egg whites 

½ cup white syrup 

4 T water 

2 t vanilla 

Mix sugar, water, corn syrup.  Cover and bring to a 

boil.  Remove cover and cook to 242 degrees on a 

candy thermometer.  Beat egg whites until stiff.  

Slowly pour hot liquids into beaten egg whites, con-

tinue beating until stiff.  Add vanilla, mix and frost.  

ENJOY! 

LIFE IS GOOD 
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   Born on August 28th to Carl and Missy 

Cheetham of Sidney, a baby boy named Milo 

James. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  At birth, Milo weighed 6 pounds, 6ounces and 

was 19 inches long. 

  Grandparents include Don and Karla Christensen 

of Westby and Tom and Judy Cheetham of Red-

stone, Montana.  Great Grandmothers are Elavon 

Christensen and Dorothy Bergh both of Plenty-

wood.  Milo joins his big sister, Bo, in the family 

home.  

   Born on August 20, 2008 to Daryn & Shelly 

Anderson of Billings, a baby boy named Christo-

pher Dane. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

At birth Christopher weighed 8 pounds, 6 ounces 

and was 20 1/2 inches long. 

 

   Grandparents include Ron & Leona Beatty of 

Havre, Montana, and Daryl & Kathy Andersen of 

Westby.  Christopher joins his big brother, Nicho-

las, in the family home. 
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   The Westby American Legion #229 met in the 

Community Center at 1:30 on September 1, 2008.  

Our President, Christine Schmidt called the meeting 

and chaplain, Irene Stageberg, offered the prayer.  In 

silence we remembered our war dead and prayed for 

peace. 

   In unison we sang the “National Anthem” and said 

the pledge to our flag, and then we recited our Pre-

amble. 

   Roll call was taken with 5 members and 2 guests, 

our District President, Geraldine Pennall and her 

Chaplain, LeEtta Waldhausen from Culbertson were 

in attendance. 

   Our secretary, Adeline Lagerquist also gave the 

May report and Ethel Harshbarger, Treasurer, gave 

our bank statement. 

   We were honored to have Geraldine with us who 

gave us all of our awards, they were: 

 Membership appreciation certificate of 

awards given were for:  Children and Youth –  

   Americanism, Legislative, Constitution and By Laws, 

Chaplain, Community Service, Field Service, Historian, 

Public Relations, Poppy Program, National Security, and 

Poppy Chairman. 

Our President, Geraldine, had a blue jar for her 

“Children’s Miracle Network,” we all placed money 

gifts in it.  She reminded us we are to have all our re-

ports to her way before May 5, 2009, so she will be able 

to send them to the Department.  Our fall Convention 

will be on Sunday, September 28 at Scobey and many of 

us plan to attend. 

   Geraldine has project for our District, she plans to have 

a Quillow done and we’ll sell tickets on September 28th. 

   Our Treasurer paid our Capita for our members of last 

year and her visits. 

   The next meeting will be October 6th at 1:30 in the 

Community Center with Christine Barstad as hostess.  

We sang “Auxiliary” our closing prayer by Irene Stage-

berg and sang “America.”  We also remembered Ma-

galena, Great Granddaughter of Christine Schmidt who 

will have surgery soon.  Irene Stageberg served lunch. 

 
Take a tip from  

nature— 
your ears aren’t meant 

to shut,  
but your mouth is! 
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HARVEST AT A STANDSTILL 

     In a farming community, many of us tend to have 

a love/hate relationship with Mother Nature.  We re-

ceived our first significant rainfall, up to ½ inch, of 

the summer about two weeks ago.  In the last week, 

our area has received the most beautiful rain – an 

additional 1 ½ inches in some places.  The rain was a 

good soaker and much needed after the dry summer.   

     In the last couple weeks our area has received the 

worst thing possible- up to 2 inches of rain in some 

places.  With harvest underway, rain is never your 

friend because of the damage it does to the quality of 

the grain.  Harvest is approximately two-thirds done 

and after the first rain the grain kernels had began to  

bleach.  Bleaching effects durum crops the most and 

drops the price the farmer receives, significantly.  At 

this time from $11.25 down to $8.50 a bushel.  The 

combines have been at a standstill for the last week 

and without any more rain it will probably still be a 

couple more days before there is any movement.  

Many farmers had been pleasantly surprised with the 

crops this year as the yield for many had been better 

than anticipated.  Now they are in hopes, the damage 

done by the rains will not be as bad as anticipated, 

either.  Sounds like a big hope.  But……  

    As I said, our relationship with Mother Nature is a 

love/hate one, while the rain dashes some of the hope 

for this year’s crop, it brings prospects for a better 

crop next year and believe me there are plenty of 

farmers already thinking ahead to next year.  
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Tues. Sept. 9 – Juniors and Sasha will leave at 2:10 pm for 
College Day in Plentywood – Will return in time for VB 

practice 

 

Thur. Sept. 11 – “Muffins with Mom” – Invite your moms 

and grandma’s to come and eat breakfast with you 

ASVAB tests for the juniors & seniors – Periods 1-4 – Mrs. 

Olson’s room 

Mrs. Olson’s classes periods 1-4 will meet in the library 

VB – Divide Co. @ Crosby – Grenora bus will pick up 

Westby players @ 3:15 pm 

 

Fri. Sept. 12 – Varsity FB vs. Colstrip @ Plentywood – 
7:00 pm 

 

Sat. Sept. 13 – VB Tournament @ Watford City 

 JH FB @ Wolf Point – 10:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

8th Bible Study - 7:30 PM 

9th Pastor's Cluster - 9:00 AM 

 IMF Meeting - 7:30 PM 

 IMM WELCA General Meeting - 7:30 PM 

11th Charity Circle Bible Study - 7:30 PM 

14th WORSHIP 

 SJ - 8:45 AM 

 I - 10:00 AM 

   SS - 11:00 AM 

   Confirmation - 11:00 AM 

 Coffee - Faith Circle 

15th Bible Study - 7:30 PM 

18th  SJ WELCA Bible Study at the Church - 9:00 

AM 

21st WORSHIP - Benevolence Sunday 

 SJ - 8:45 AM 

 I - 10:00 AM 

   SS - 11:00 AM 

   Confirmation - 11:00 AM 

 Holy Communion 

 Coffee - Hope Circle 

22nd Bible Study - 7:30 PM 

24th Immanuel Council Meeting - 7:00 PM 

28th WORSHIP - Sweatshirt Sunday 

 SJ - 8:45 AM 

 I - 10:00 AM 

    SS - 10:00 AM 

    Confirmation - 11:00 AM 

 Coffee - LYO 

29th Bible Study - 7:30 PM 

30th  Bible Study - Leader's Meeting - 7:00 PM 

 

212 Main Street 

Westby, MT 

385. 2349 

1/2 Grain Fed Beef 
$1.99/lb. 

Cut & Wrapped 

Check out our Extra Lean Hamburger 

On sale all the time! 

Pork Whole or Half 
$1.19/lb. 

Cut & Wrapped 

All kinds of curing! 

In town butchering available. 
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Val Moore 
P.O. Box 36 
Westby, MT 59275 
E-mail: dvmoore@nemontel.net 
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Tracy Johanson 
P.O. Box 124 
Westby, MT 59275 
E-mail: loopy_fruits@hotmail.com 
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Mail your check made payable to: 
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% Val Moore or Tracy Johanson 

Westby, MT 59275 

Personal Ads—$3.00 for all ads up to 2 
inches, and $1.00 extra 
per each additional inch 
 
1/4 page—$8.00 
1/2 page—$10.00 
Full page—$20.00 6 P.M. FRIDAY before Publication 

 

There is a harmony in autumn, 
and a luster in its sky, which 

through the summer is not heard 
or seen, as if it could not be, as if it 

had not been!” 

Percy Bysshe Shelley  
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