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We Serve Extra Lean  

Ground Beef 

Nite Specials  

DINING ROOM ONLY 

Chicken to go (potatoes included) 2 pc – Barrel 200 pc 

MONDAY – Chicken Strip Dinner w/ coleslaw & fries 

TUESDAY – TACO TUESDAY - $1.00 Tacos 

WEDNESDAY – Shrimp in a Basket w/ coleslaw & fries 

THURSDAY – Pablo’s Mexican Dinner– OR - Full Menu 
FRIDAY – Chicken Fried Steak w/ fries, toast & salad 

SATURDAY – Hamburger Steak w/ baked potato, toast & choice of salad 

Randy & Bonnie Matzke Owners 

1.50/copy            Issue 125                   Volume  6    

Chocolate & Vanilla Soft Serve 

 

“There is no lack of work to be done.”   That, in a 

nutshell, is what 

brought Rob Dickin-

son and his construc-

tion company to 

Westby, but it wasn’t 

his first trip. 

Dickinson’s (a native 

of Lincoln, Montana) 

roots run deep in 

Westby.  His great-

grandparents Bernie 

and Marian Schultz, 

as well as his grand-

parents Lloyd and 

Helen Schultz, were 

Westby natives and his Mother, Marian (Bunnie), 

was born and raised here.  Bunnie and her siblings 

bought their grandparents home in Westby several 

years ago and restored it for a summer and hunting 

get-away for their various families.  Recently, the 

oil industry brought Bunnie and her husband to  - 

 

town on a more permanent basis, at least for 

awhile, and this in turn 

brought Rob to the area 

to check out its poten-

tial. 

On a trip to Westby in 

July, Dickinson in-

quired about purchas-

ing lots for new con-

struction as he could 

see the housing short-

age that existed.  A 

deal was made with 

Violet Bartnes for sev-

eral lots and the trailer 

home in which she had 

lived while a resident of Westby.  Dickinson, who 

has been in the business for close to 20 years, has 

been busy ever since.  The trailer was brought up 

to par and Rob and his wife, Pat, now call it home.  

A storage garage was built adjacent to the trailer 

and plans are underway for an apartment building 

or duplex to be built on the adjoining lots at a fu-

ture date.                                (Continues page 3) 
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Westby Gun Club’s 1st Annual 

Rooster Rally 

Contact Nate Olson: 406-223-7968 

Saturday, 

Oct. 8th 

Register between 7am 

and 9am on the 8th @ 

the Gun Club or pre-

register  @ 406-223-

7968 

2 person teams—$50 

entry  

Winners announced at 

the close of the 

contest—4:30pm 

Annie Oakley 

tournament and meal/

refreshments to follow 

50% payout to the 

team with the longest 

tail feather (must re-

main naturally at-

tached).   

Come celebrate 100 years of life with  
Irene “Rene” Stageberg 

Thursday, October 13th 
Westby Community Center 

1:00—5:00 PM 
Lunch and cake will be served. 

 

                No gifts please!!! 

THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU   
   A HUGE Thank You to the Westby 
School Board, Administration and Staff 
for putting on a wonderful retirement 
party for me.  Thank you to everyone 
who was able to attend, sent a card, 
flowers and/or gift, or simply wished 
me a "Happy Retirement".   
   Thank you to my family for being 
there, it all meant so much.  We are 
very grateful to have been a part of the 
school community and the Westby com-
munity for the past 35+ years.  Westby 
truly is "A Little Town With a Big Heart"! 
 

Arlene Hove 
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212 Main Street 

Westby, MT 

385. 2349 

Pork Whole or Half 
$1.39/lb. 

Cut & Wrapped 

In town butchering available. 
 

All kinds of curing! 
 

Check out our Extra Lean  
Hamburger on sale all the time! 

 

NOTICE: 
   Westby Development Corporation 

membership dues are now due. 

   Yearly dues are $15.00 per individual 

and $100.00 per business member.  

   The WDC is a non profit corporation 

and membership dues help with their 

many projects including publishing the 

Border News, organizing Prairie Fest, and 

awarding a scholarship to a qualifying 

senior. 

Dues may be dropped with treasurer 

Brenda Ryals or mailed to her at: 

  

WDC 

PO Box 184  

Westby, MT  59275 

Right now, there is plenty of other work to be 

done.  Dickinson Construction is currently build-

ing a shop/garage for Lynden and Peggy Lager-

quist and has been asked to build a shop for an oil 

company in Crosby.  

Dickinson Construction’s areas of expertise are 

varied and include new construction, remodeling, 

bobcat work, and landscaping.  The company is 

licensed and insured and provides free estimates.  

Aside from that, the community will reap the 

benefit of Dickinson’s business in that he recently 

leased the “tire barn” west of Kittelson’s Hardware 

to store and retail lumber.  Dickinson said, “I bring 

in lumber by the semi for my business so I felt 

there was no reason not to make these supplies 

available to the community.  I already have the 

building full with basic dimensional lumber, tar 

paper, sheeting, and other building materials.  I 

can be reached at 406-788-4913 to inquire about 

what’s available or make a purchase.  I really feel 

it is a win/win situation for everyone.”   

For now, it seems Rob nailed it, “There is no lack 

of work in NE Montana.”   And although this ad-

age seems to hold true regardless of the field of 

work, Westby is quite happy to welcome Rob & 

Pat as some of its newest residents to tap their ex-

pertise for whatever their construction needs may 

be.  

CARPENTER 
(continued) 
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Your local source for:  
Bulk Fuel, Gas & Oil 

Fertilizer, Chemicals, Feed & Salt 
Custom Spraying & Fertilizing 

Vet Supplies 
 

Phone: 406-385-2472 
Terminal Phone: 406-385-2630 

 
Danny Moore 

Westby Manager 

Blue Moon            OPEN DAILY at 11a.m. 
Highway 16 East * Plentywood, MT           406.765.2491 

CASINO 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 

FREE LUNCH 

Tuesday SMEAR 

Friday BINGO (5:30) 

SUNDAY BUFFETS 

Serving from  

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

 

DAILYDAILY  
LUNCH & DINNERLUNCH & DINNER  

SPECIALSSPECIALS  
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"When the trees their summer splendor 
Change to raiment red and gold, 
When the summer moon turns mellow, 
And the nights are getting cold; 
When the squirrels hide their acorns, 
And the woodchucks disappear; 
Then we know that it is autumn, 
Loveliest season of the year." 
-   Carol L. Riser, Autumn 

HELP WANTED: Girl Friday, Boy Friday or any 

facsimile in between.  Exceptional organizational 

skills, computer skills, a little A D D, and a love of 

food and wine, are a must.  In short, someone, any-

one to organize my life, but whom also enjoys it to 

the fullest. On the surface it may appear things are 

in order, but with a closer inspection one would 

find things held together with duct tape.   Most 

days this is no joke, but as my good friend always 

says, “Surround yourself with the best and they 

make you look good”.   I somehow have managed 

to do this and they help me immensely and do 

make things look good.   

Recently a reader took it upon themselves to index 

all the recipes I have published in the Border News 

and I can’t thank her enough.  Mind you I had 

every intention of getting this done, but never, ever 

quite got to it.  I am happy to say Gail did and the 

index is now available on the Border News web 

site.  If anyone would like a copy, please send a 

self addressed stamped envelope to me at Box 36 

and I will mail one out to you. 

My dear Tracy, what can I say about her, but if it 

wasn’t for her there would be no Border News.  

She is the one who makes it come alive and look 

so simple.  Talk about make my life easier.  She is 

my go to person for anything computer related 

from the workings of, to web sites, to poster lay-

outs to, you name it.  

And then there is Brenda.  She not only makes my 

life easier, but my husband and half of the commu-

nity’s at the same time.  Right behind Brenda in 

the dictionary is: ”Wonder Woman”.  She takes 

organized to a whole other level.  

Of course, I have to say Danny is my right hand 

man in more ways than one and is always willing 

to help out with all my endeavors.   

Sometimes he thinks maybe I have bit off more 

than I can chew, but always steps up to the plate.  

When one takes on community service, is enter-

taining, or tackles any other project, for that mat-

ter, it is a given in our house we are in it together.  

Without a doubt, he makes my life easier.  

 So there you have it.  Now you know all the se-

crets to my success or lack thereof.  Now if I could 

just get my Girl Friday or Boy Wednesday maybe, 

just maybe, I would get to the bottom of one of 

these piles.  Then again, we may just take the day 

off, pack a picnic, grab a chilled Rose’ and head 

for the hills.  Is it any wonder………..? 

I made this recipe into cupcakes for the “Meet and 

Greet” with the kids in mind and, of course, I have 

to confess I kind of like chocolate and peanut but-

ter myself.  The frosting is the best part and I think 

I will try it on Virgie’s snowball recipe using 

white cupcakes, frost all around and roll in coco-

nut.  Again, thinking of the kids. haha 
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CHOCOLATE CAKE w/ NUTTER 

BUTTER FROSTING 
1 PKG Devil’s Food cake mix 

1 1/3 cups water 

3 eggs 

½ cup canola oil 

4 cups marshmallow cream (2 16oz jars) 

1 cup mini chocolate chips 

1 cup butter, softened 

1 ½ cups peanut butter 

Chocolate shavings or peanuts for garnish 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees, coat 2-9 inch round 

cake pans with cooking spray.  At medium speed 

beat cake mix, water, eggs and oil until blended, 1 

minute.  Increase speed to med-hi and beat until 

light and fluffy, 2 minutes.  Fold in 1 cup of 

marshmallow cream, and stir until almost com-

pletely incorporated.  Some streaks may remain.  

Stir in chocolate cjips.  Divide batter between 

pans.  Bake 30 -35 minutes or until toothpick in-

serted in to centers comes out clean.  Cool on 

racks 10 minutes.  Remove from pans; cool com-

pletely.   

Frosting:  With mixer at medium high speed beat 

butter and peanut butter until smooth and fluffy 

about 2 minutes.  Add remaining marshmallow 

cream and beat until blended an additional 1-2 

minutes.  Place one cake layer on serving plate; 

spread with 1 ½ cups frosting.  Top with remain-

ing cake layer and spread top and side with re-

maining frosting.  Swirl with back of spoon and 

garnish with chocolate and peanuts.  Note:  Divide 

batter into 24 cupcake liners, bake 16-18 minutes, 

cool, frost, and garnish. 

Another recipe of Chel’s to share.  He served this 

to us on our last trip to California and it was won-

derful.  It is such an easy dish to prepare, but an 

elegant presentation.  The flavors blend beauti-

fully.  The acid in the lemons, the salty capers and 

the crisp prosciutto are perfect compliments to the 

mild halibut.  Any whitefish will work, but be very 

careful with the cooking and baking time.   You 

may choose to finish a thinner fillet on the stove-

top.  Roasted vegetables, rice, or mashed potatoes 

would all complete the meal beautifully.   

PAN-ROASTED HALIBUT WITH 

PROSCIUTTO, LEMON, WHITE 

WINE, AND CAPERS 
1/2 cup flour  

Salt and freshly ground salt and pepper 

2 (6-ounce) halibut fillets 

Extra-virgin olive oil 

3 tablespoons butter 

2 slices prosciutto, cut into strips 

1/2 cup white wine 

1/2 lemon, juiced 

2 teaspoons capers 

2 tablespoons chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley plus 

whole sprigs, for garnish 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Put the flour on a 

deep plate or in a shallow bowl and season well 

with salt and pepper. Dredge the fish in the flour. 

Put a large skillet over medium-high heat, add 1 

tablespoon oil and the butter and get the skillet hot. 

Add the fillets and cook until browned on 1 side, 2 

to 3 minutes. At the same time, add the prosciutto 

and cook, stirring, to brown. Then flip the fish, put 

the skillet in the oven, and roast until the fish is 

just cooked through, about 10 minutes (he says 

less, about 8 minutes). 

Remove the fish to 2 serving plates. Dump the 

prosciutto out onto paper towels to drain. Put the 

skillet back over medium heat. Add another table-

spoon olive oil, the white wine, lemon juice, ca-

pers, the remaining 2 tablespoons butter and the 

parsley and bring to a boil; boil until reduced and 

thickened. Season with salt and pepper. Pour the 

sauce over the fish, top with the prosciutto, and 

serve immediately. 

NOTE: Prosciutto is fairly easy to attain now, but 

if want to use thin slices of bacon in place of, once 

again, adjust the cooking time to attain the crisp-

ness. 

Surround yourself with the best and 

ENJOY 

for 

Life is Good 

http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/halibut/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/olive-oil/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/parsley/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/garnish/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/lemon/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/prosciutto/index.html
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"Even if  something is left 
undone, everyone must 
take time to sit still and 
watch the leaves turn." 
-   Elizabeth Lawrence 

A trumpet concert featuring Joel Finnesgard to 

include a blend of traditional hymns and contem-

porary praise and worship music will be 

presented at Immanuel Lutheran 

Church. The instrumental music leans 

towards easy listening, uplifting and 

inspirational. Joel was born in north-

western North Dakota in 1965.  He was 

involved in the family farm and gradu-

ated from Divide County High School 

in Crosby.  He studied music two win-

ters at Eastern Montana College in Bill-

ings, Montana, and farmed with his fa-

ther and brother in North Dakota for 

three years prior to moving to California in 1987.  

There he helped with a home mission church 

(Victoria Community Church) in Rancho Cuca-

monga as a volunteer.  In 1989 Joel married June 

He worked in commercial construction until Au-

gust 1999.  Since then, “Sound Of The Trumpet” 

has been a full time ministry includ-

ing recording seven albums, most 

recently “Waves of Worship”, one 

DVD and over 950 performances 

throughout the United States and 

Canada.  He has studied trumpet un-

der a retired MGM studio trumpet 

player, Uan Rasey, originally from 

Glasgow, Montana. Joel’s wife June 

resigned from her work as a CPA in 

October 2001 and now works full-

time in this ministry. Joel and June 

together with their children, Joy (5) 

and Josiah (3), enjoy sharing this 

ministry throughout the country. Joel Finnesgard 

and his “Sound of the Trunpet” will be perform-

ing on October 2nd, 10:00 AM at Immanuel Lu-

theran Church in Westby.  More information and 

other concert dates can be found at 

www.joelfinnesgard.com. 

CONCERT SCHEDULED AT IMMANUEL 

http://www.joelfinnesgard.com
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Regular Meeting 
September 12, 2011 
7:00 P.M. 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
Westby School District #3 was held on September 
12, 2011.  Brenda Ryals, Vance Meyer, Brant Cart-
wright, Jim Sundsted, Aldon Joyes, Mr. Holecek, Mr. 
Somppi and Donna Sorenson were in attendance.  
Chairman Ryals called the meeting to order at 7:02 
p.m.  
 
Visitor at the meeting was Suzi Ekness. 
  
The tentative agenda was reviewed, followed by a 
motion by Meyer to approve, seconded by Sundsted, 
AIF.   
 
Arlene read the minutes of the August 15, 2011 
meeting. Following one correction, these minutes 
were approved and placed on file.   
 
The Board reviewed the Clerk’s July financial report.   
 
Public Comment:   None 
 
Committee Reports:  Buildings & Grounds:   
Meyer reported that the basement has been exca-
vated and forms are ready for the footings to be 
poured at the site for the new teacherage.  The con-
tractor hopes to pour footings the beginning of next 
week and should have the basement walls con-
structed before Jensens are ready to begin construc-
tion on the house.   
Mr. Holecek reported that the Deed has been re-
corded and Title Insurance received for the lots that 
the Board approved the purchase of at the last meet-
ing. 
Mr. Holecek reported that he and Mike Gebhardt 
will inspect the deck on the Garman house and re-
port back to the Board on what needs to be done. 
 
 

Unfinished Business:  
A.  None 
 
New Business:  
A.  Mr. Holecek informed the board that the 
printer/copier in the office is not compatible with 
the school’s new Windows 7 operating system.  The 
machine is over 10 years old and cannot be up-
graded.  Mr. Holecek presented information on pos-
sible replacements.  Sundsted made a motion to pur-
chase a Sharp MXC402SC color copier/printer from 
Gaffaneys. Meyer seconded the motion, AIF 
B.  Mr. Holecek explained to the board that the stu-
dent council is planning to hold some fund-raisers to 
purchase additional items for the student lounge 
area, but that they currently don’t have an extracur-
ricular account.  Joyes made a motion to add an ex-
tracurricular activity account for Student Council, 
Joyes seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
C.  Mr. Holecek informed the board that other area 
schools have been participating in a procurement 
card system offered through the MT Association of 
School Business Officials.  This system is more user-
friendly and imposes fewer fees than our current 
credit card provider, and offers rebates to members 
based on the amount of purchases made during the 
year.  Meyer made a motion authorizing Mr. Holecek 
and Mrs. Sorenson to apply for membership in the 
procurement card program.  Joyes seconded the mo-
tion and all voted in favor.   
D.  Mr. Holecek explained that currently the cost of 
officials such as score keepers, line-judges and refe-
rees for sports events is more than the income re-
ceived from Activity tickets and ticket sales.  Follow-
ing discussion the board decided to table the matter 
until figures can be compiled for the year for all ac-
tivities, thus providing the board the most accurate 
information before considering any changes. 
E.  Mr. Holecek presented a list of possible substi-
tute co-op van drivers.   Sundsted moved to approve 
the list as presented; Meyer seconded the motion, 
AIF. 

(Continues page 11)  
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 Megan Janz and Jeremy Sorenson were married 

August 26, 2011 at St. Joseph Catholic Church in 

Moorhead MN.  

 

 Megan is the daughter of Jerry and Sue Janz of 

Osage MN and  Jeremy the son of Daryl and 

Donna Sorenson of Westby. 

 

 Missy Vrieze, sister of the bride, served as Matron 

of honor and Michelle Janz as Maid of Honor, also 

a sister of the bride; Bridesmaid was Nichole 

Sorenson, sister of the groom. Best man was Tim 

Weiler, cousin of the groom; Groomsmen were the 

couple's friends Josh Bowman and Travis Beech.  

Emma and Laney Vrieze, nieces of the bride, 

served as flowergirls.  Ushers included Bryan 

Christensen, friend of the couple; Fred Schauer, 

friend of the couple and Ryan Vrieze brother-in-

law of the bride. 

 

 The couple resides in Moorhead MN.  Jeremy is 

employed by Trane Air Solutions as a Commercial 

Service Technician.  Megan is employed by Wells 

Fargo Bank as a Service Manager.  

MR. & MRS. JEREMY SORENSON 



P.O. Box 227 

6408 Highway 16 South 

Medicine Lake, MT 59247 

Phone: 406-789-2231 

Fax:     406-789-2234 
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Anyone wishing to share pictures,  

stories, or pieces of the puzzle may contact the 

Border News.  Cathy Nordhagen, our  

correspondent for the history portion of this  

Column, may be reached at:  

firecrackermango@gmail.com or 385-2364. 

History of Westby, 

Montana 
Note: This history of Westby is written in 

"Sheridan's Daybreak" published in 1970.  
Centennial Central will run consecutive columns 

to tell the story. 

HISTORY OF WESTBY, 

MONTANA  
Horace Greely said, "Go west, young man, go 

west." Many did go west but not many picked up 

their town and moved it with them as Westby did. 
 

The first homesteaders started coming into the 

northeast corner of Montana and the northwest 

corner of North Dakota in 1905 and 1906. The ear-

liest one recorded was in 1903 when Sig Nelson 

drove a herd of cattle up from Nelson Lakes south 

of Minot, North Dakota. He came alone, and the 

trip took three weeks. He later took up a home-

stead but was here six years before the land was 

open to homesteading. They could homestead in 

North Dakota at this time, but Montana did not 

open up to homesteading until 1908; and the first 

ones to come were called "squatters". This meant 

that they came in and picked out their 320 acres 

and built a shack; then they squatted there until 

they could file for homesteads. Sig's cattle, those 

of a Mr. Ueland and John Rice (who came to 

Westby in 1906), ran loose until the homesteaders 

took up their land and put up fences. Also in the 

fall of 1906, Peter Andersen and Walter Olsen 

took land here, built a shack and returned east for 

the winter. 
These early pioneers either drove up cattle or came 

by train. After they got to the end of the railroad, 

they had to come across country by horseback or 

horse and wagon the 30 to 60 miles, depending on 

when they came and where they homesteaded. 

Times were not so pleasant for these homestead-

ers. It was slow work turning the sod with oxen 

hitched to a fourteen-inch plow, moving at about 

two miles an hour. Horses were much faster, but 

they had to be fed oats, whereas, oxen did fairly 

well on the adequate supply of prairie grass. 

 

(Continues page 13) 



FOR RENT 
Westby Manor, Inc. has one-bedroom apartments for rent in Westby.  Very nice, utilities 

paid and free laundry.  Eligible tenants will not pay more than 30% of their adjusted income.  

The Westby Manor, Inc. will be temporarily renting apartments to all persons without regard 

to income restrictions.  The Westby Manor Inc utilizes Telecommunication Device for the 

Deaf (TDD) 1-800-253-4091 (TTY)/1-866-253-4090 (Voice) 
 

"This institution is a Equal Opportunity Provider, and Employer." 
                    Call Brenda at 385. 2577         
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Superintendent’s Report: 
A. Mr. Holecek informed the board that he is plan-
ning to attend a meeting on the Keystone Pipeline 
project.  He will update the board on the status of 
the project.  
B. Mr. Holecek presented enrollment figures for 
2011/12.  A total of 65 students are enrolled in 
grades K-12, an increase of 4 students over last year. 
C. Mr. Holecek reviewed the events calendar for the 
2011/2012 school year with the board.  The dates 
for some events have not been determined yet, so 
Mr. Holecek will update the board as soon the dates 
are set. 
D. Mr. Holecek reported that some of the area su-
perintendents and clerks will be meeting with MUST 
representative,  Tamara Crowder on September 13 
to discuss setting up an Interlocal Agreement to 
form a medical insurance pool.  
E. Mr. Holecek reminded the board that there will 
be a retirement party for Arlene Hove on Saturday, 
September 17th at 7:00pm in the school cafeteria. 
F. Mr. Holecek and Donna Sorenson will be attend-
ing the MTSBA Legal Primer in Sidney on Tuesday, 
September 13.  Board members are welcome to at-
tend as well. 

G.  Mr. Holecek informed the board that concern 
had been voiced in the community about the usage 
of school equipment by private individuals.  If it be-
comes necessary the board will need to look into 
establishing a usage policy. 
 
Meyer moved to approve payment of September 
payroll warrants #10800 - 10810 and September 
claims warrants #16479 - 16531.  Sundsted sec-
onded the motion for payment approval, AIF. 
 
The August Extracurricular Financial Report was 
reviewed followed by a motion by Sundsted to ap-
prove; Cartwright seconded the motion, AIF. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
     Donna Sorenson, District Clerk  
     Brenda Ryals, Chairman 
 
 
THESE MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL AND 
SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL. 



Page 12 

Westby Border News  

The Westby Development Corporation began their 

22st year on July 1st, 2011.  The annual report for 

July 1st, 2010, - June 30th,2011, is as follows. 

  With a nine member board in place those up for 

re-election included Val Moore, Kolby Ruggles, 

Jody Lagerquist, and Cyndie Paulson.  Val, Kolby, 

and Jody have agreed to another 2-year term.  

Cindy Bjorgen Stenjhem has agreed to fill Cyn-

die’s position.  Members and officers elected in 

July, 2010 were: Val Moore, President; Kolby 

Ruggles, VP; Brenda Ryals, Treasurer; Suzi Ek-

ness, Secretary; board members-Leann Westgard,  

Jody Lagerquist, Don Christensen, Al Joyes, and 

Cindy Stenhjem. 

The WDC received a quick claim deed on the Ollie 

& Gladys Wirtzberger home for the future site of a 

Westby museum.  A museum board was formed 

including Jody from the WDC board and four 

members from the community- at- large.  The 

other members include Marlene Anderson, Dick 

Johnson, Arletta Herman, and Rob Rust. 

A very successful Prairie Fest 2010 was held on 

July 10th, 2010, in conjunction with two class reun-

ions-1946-1950 & 1958-1962.  

Guest speakers this year included Drew Henry a 

biologist for Fish, Wildlife, & Parks and Arlin 

Kaul, Director of the local Border Patrol. 

The WDC worked with WHS history and art 

teacher Nate Olson on the development of new 

brochure promoting the community and school. 

The WDC agreed to sell two lots on 2nd Ave West 

to Westby School for a teacherage. 

A grant proposal was written to the Sheridan 

County Foundation for the museum.  An award of 

$2,500.00 was received towards restoration of the 

building.    

Besides the Prairie Fest, ongoing WDC projects 

include publishing the Westby Border News, and a 

yearly scholarship awarded to a WDC’s member’s 

child who does an approved community service 

project.  The online edition of the Border News 

had to find a new home after the old Geocities site 

was closed down.  The new site is 

www.wbn.yolasite.com.  The publisher, Tracy Jo-

hanson, was also able to archive the back issues of 

the Border News on the site. 

The WDC began its twenty-second year in July of 

2011.  Elections were held for the current year and 

put in place.  Board members and officers for the 

2010-2011 year include: Leann Westgard, presi-

dent; Kolby Ruggles, VP; Brenda Ryals, treasurer, 

Val Moore, secretary.  Remaining board members 

include Jody Lagerquist, Suzi Ekness, Al Joyes, 

Cindy Stenjhem and newly elected member Nate 

Olson. 

WDC memberships of $15.00 per person are due 

July 1st with business memberships being $100.00.    

Memberships may be dropped at the Prairie 

Kitchen or mailed to Brenda Ryals at PO Box 184, 

Westby, MT  59275.         

For all your construction needs 
  

DDICKINSONICKINSON  EENTERPRISESNTERPRISES  
Rob Dickinson 

  

Building Contracting 

New Homes 

Remodeling 

Bobcat Work 

Garages 

Decks 

Landscaping 

Licensed & Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 
  

406-788-4913              406-362-4913 

WESTBY, MT   

http://www.wbn.yolasite.com
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"How silently they tumble down 
And come to rest upon the ground 
To lay a carpet, rich and rare, 
Beneath the trees without a care, 
Content to sleep, their work well done, 
Colors gleaming in the sun. 
  
At other times, they wildly fly 
Until they nearly reach the sky. 
Twisting, turning through the air 
Till all the trees stand stark and bare. 
Exhausted, drop to earth below 
To wait, like children, for the snow." 
-   Elsie N. Brady, Leaves 

Many pioneers also experienced what the wind 

could do. One man moved his shack to a new loca-

tion then went to his brother's house for dinner. 

When he came back, he found his shack gone -- 

scattered by the wind all over the prairie. Wind, 

hail, prairie fires and blizzards all had to be fought. 

Nevertheless, one pioneer said, "To me it was 

quite a thrill to break up the new land. Was not I 

the first to break it up since God made the earth!" 
With kerosene lamps and lanterns for light, and 

coal for the stoves to heat their modest homes, 

these pioneers looked forward to better times. 

These people were a brave breed who did not com-

plain and never lost heart. 
The second part of our story had to do with a 

group of Danes in the northwestern corner of 

North Dakota, who decided to start a town in 

1909. An application was made for a post office to 

be called Westby. This name was chosen because 

"By" in Dane means "town", and it would be the 

most westerly town in North Dakota; thus, it was 

named West Town or Westby. The application was 

granted and a James Hansen became the first post-

master. Ed Simonson drove the first star route be-

tween Ambrose, Skermo Post Office and later to 

Westby. A Mr. J.P. Neve set up a blacksmith shop, 

Nels Nelson agreed to build a store and sent out a 

man, Oliver Sannerud, to operate it. 
The first lumber yard and bank were started by 

Harold Borg. Jacob Freund ran a feedbarn, and 

thus the town of Westby was situated until the ru-

mor that the Soo Line would probably extend their 

rails westward from Ambrose to the North Dakota-

Montana border. This caused a furor of excite-

ment, and when the railroad was assured, the town 

was picked up and moved to the North Dakota line 

("a city on a railroad") to await the long dreamed 

of rail. REMEMBER! This was during the days of 

Prohibition in North Dakota, so the saloons were 

located on Montana soil. This, as one narrator put 

it, "split the town with the business 'improper' on 

one side of the line and the business 'proper' on the 

other side." 

The pioneer homesteaders who had settled here 

could really appreciate the opening of the railroad; 

no more 40-mile trips for supplies in the dead of 

winter; no more men or teams lost in blizzards. 

When the railroad did plot a town, however, the 

town on the North Dakota line was ignored. It 

seems that railroad rates for Montana were higher 

than those in North Dakota, and so with typical 

financial acumen, the officials placed the new 

town on the Montana side of the line. Thus the 

business section thereupon abandoned the North 

Dakota site, and in 1914 the town was moved into 

Montana. The first person to be a Montana resi-

dent in Westby was Henry Reuter, the Immigration 

Officer. His first office was a box car. Henry 

Reuter was also the first mayor before Westby's 

incorporation -- being the only eligible candidate 

for that office.                    to be continued… 
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